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                    Abstract
Evacuation proctography is a dynamic investigation of rectal expulsion that records the voluntary evacuation of thick barium paste on videotape. Evacuation is a passive phenomenon in a defined zone of the rectum, associated with pelvic floor descent of 3 cm from a resting position of the anorectal junction <2 cm above the plane of the ischial tuberosities. The anal canal does not open immediately; it takes about 4.5 sec to open to a maximum diameter of 1.5 cm, with rectal emptying in 11 sec. Anterior rectoceles commonly invert over the anal canal as the rectum collapses in at the end of evacuation.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
We’re sorry, something doesn't seem to be working properly.
 Please try refreshing the page. If that doesn't work, please contact support so we can address the problem.



                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Defecography: Technique, Interpretation and Clinical Application
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2016
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Sampling reflex: pathogenic role in functional defecation disorder
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         15 February 2021
                                    

                                

                                F. Pucciani & M. Trafeli

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        The Patient with Fecal Incontinence
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2013
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Brown BStJ: Defaecography or anorectal studies in children including cinefluorographic observations.J Assoc Can Radiol 106:66–76, 1965

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Mahieu P, Pringot J, Bodart P: Defecography: 1. Description of a new procedure and results in normal patients.Gastrointest Radiol 9:253–261, 1985

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ekberg O, Nylander G, Fork F-T: Defecography.Radiology 155:45–48, 1985
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Phillips SF, Edwards DAW: Some aspects of anal continence and defaecation.Gut 6:396–406, 1965
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Bartram CI, Mahieu PHG: Radiology of the pelvic floor. In: Henry HH Swash M (eds):Coloproctology and the Pelvic Floor. London: Butterworths, pp 151–186, 1985

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Turnbull GK, Lennard-Jones JE, Bartram CI: Failure of rectal expulsion as a cause of constipation: why fibre and laxatives sometimes fail.Lancet 1:767–769, 1986
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kuijpers HC, Strijk SP: Diagnosis of disturbance of continence and defecation.Dis Colon Rectum 27:658–662, 1984
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kuijpers HC, Bleijenberg G: The spastic pelvic floor syndrome.Dis Colon Rectum 28:669–672, 1985
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Henry MM, Parks AG, Swash M: The pelvic floor musculature in the descending perineum syndrome.Br J Surg 69:470–472, 1985

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Preston DM, Lennard-Jones JE, Thomas BM: The balloon proctogram.Br J Surg 71:29–32, 1984
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Broden B, Snellman B: Procidentia of the rectum studied with cineradiography: a contribution to the discussion of causative mechanism.Dis Colon Rectum 11:330–347, 1968
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Parks AG, Porter NH, Melzak J: Experimental study of the reflex mechanism controlling the muscles of the pelvic floor.Dis Colon Rectum 5:407–414, 1962
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ekengreen K, Snellman B: Roentgen appearances in mechanical rectal constipation.Acta Radiol [Diagn] (Stockh) 40:447–456, 1953

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kuijpers HC, Bleijenberg, de Morree H: The spastic pelvic floor syndrome. Large bowel obstruction caused by pelvic floor dysfunction: a radiological study.Int J Colorectal Dis 1:44–48, 1986
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Radiology, St. Mark's Hospital, City Rd., EC1V 2PS, London, England
Clive I. Bartram M.D., Geoffrey K. Turnbull & John E. Lennard-Jones

	Halifax Infirmary, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada
Clive I. Bartram M.D., Geoffrey K. Turnbull & John E. Lennard-Jones


Authors	Clive I. Bartram M.D.View author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Geoffrey K. TurnbullView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	John E. Lennard-JonesView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar







Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Bartram, C.I., Turnbull, G.K. & Lennard-Jones, J.E. Evacuation proctography: An investigation of rectal expulsion in 20 subjects without defecatory disturbance.
                    Gastrointest Radiol 13, 72–80 (1988). https://doi.org/10.1007/BF01889028
Download citation
	Received: 12 February 1987

	Accepted: 10 April 1987

	Issue Date: December 1988

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/BF01889028


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Key words
	Rectum, defecography
	Proctography, technique
	Colon, abnormalities








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
We’re sorry, something doesn't seem to be working properly.
 Please try refreshing the page. If that doesn't work, please contact support so we can address the problem.



                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					44.203.176.234
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    