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                    Abstract
This retrospective study determines the prevalence of anencephaly in the region of Rijeka, Croatia. Records of all spontaneous and therapeutic abortions terminated in medical institutions, all fetuses weighing more than 500 g or more than 22 weeks gestation (whether the product of abortion, therapeutic termination, stillborn or liveborn) and infants who died in the first year of life in the region of Rijeka, Croatia, during the 1963–2000 period were reviewed. There were 135,451 births; 22 of them were anencephalics (19 stillborn), which comprises 0.2% of all births and 2.1% of stillbirths. Annual prevalence of anencephaly varied in range from 0.00 to 7.42 per 10,000 births. In two cases pregnancy was electively terminated after ultrasonographic diagnosis of anencephaly. Fifteen anencephalics were female, six were male, and in one case sex was undetermined due to aplasia of genital organs. Associated congenital malformations were detected in 18 anencephalics. The importance of establishing national and international registers of congenital malformations in all countries is stressed. The authors suggested that the setting of obligatory reporting of all congenital malformations would be the first step toward this practice in Croatia, as well as in other developing countries.
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