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                    Abstract
The blue mackerel Scomber australasicus is one of the major commercial fishes consumed in southern Japan. Three species of parasitic copepods were collected from S. australasicus in the East China Sea off the west coast of Kyushu Island, southern Japan. These copepods are each characterized based on the females: Pumiliopes scombri (Bomolochidae) differs from its congeners by the presence of fine ventral spinules on legs 2 to 4; Colobomatus itoui n. sp. (Philichthyidae) is characterized by having the cephalosome with a pair of dorsal hemispherical cephalic protrusions but without an apical cephalic process and the anal somite with a pair of posterolateral protrusions with a smooth tip; and Caligus kanagurta (Caligidae) is distinguishable from its congeners accommodated in the Caligus diaphanus-group by bearing an atypical bulged leg 4 with long protruded pectens. The collection of C. kanagurta in Japanese waters represents its new country record. Parasitic copepods reported from S. australasicus and its related species S. japonicus from the western Pacific Ocean are tabulated.
LSID urn:lsid:zoobank.org:pub:382569AD-5188-4443-AAA8-1C2DB4FE2689
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