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                    Abstract
Documentation of the skill of a prediction system and its comparison with those of leading modelling centres are crucial in model development. This facilitates understanding the limitations of the existing prediction system and aids in its improvement. The current study compares the extended range prediction skill of the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM) generated real-time forecast with that of the UK Met Office (UKMO) forecast during the boreal summer monsoon season. It is found that both models suffer from biases in the climatological mean state of the monsoon. IITM forecast possesses a skill comparable to UKMO coupled seasonal forecast as compared to the observation in the first two weeks leads over most of the meteorological subdivisions during the monsoon months of June to September. However, at longer leads, the UKMO model outperforms the IITM model, which could be credited to its enhanced skill in predicting the monsoon intraseasonal oscillations and the better representation of monsoon variability at the intraseasonal time scale.
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