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                    Abstract.
 To determine whether the CYP2E1 genetic polymorphisms cause alterations in protein expression and enzyme catalytic activities, three CYP2E1 genetic polymorphisms, namely RsaI/PstI, DraI, and MspI types, were determined in liver genomic DNA isolated from 39 Japanese and 45 Caucasians. These genotypes were compared with levels of CYP2E1 and activities of 7-ethoxycoumarin O-deethylation and chlorzoxazone 6-hydroxylation in liver microsomes from these human samples. In combination of three types of CYP2E1 polymorphisms, it was classified into seven genotypes in the Japanese population and four in the Caucasian population. The incidence in the occurrence of RsaI/PstI polymorphism or DraI polymorphism was 0.24 and 0.29 for Japanese, and 0.01 and 0.02 for Caucasians. Ethnic difference was also noted in the MspI polymorphism in which frequencies in Japanese and Caucasian populations were 0.15 and 0.02, respectively. Studies with liver microsomes showed that there were no significant differences in the levels of expression of CYP2E1 protein between wild-type (group A) and other 6 genotypes (B, C, D, E, F, and G) in Japanese and other three genotypes (B, D, and F) in Caucasians. Catalytic activities for 7-ethoxycoumarin O-deethylation and chlorzoxazone 6-hydroxylation by liver microsomes were also found to be less significantly affected by mutations in the CYP2E1 gene in human samples examined in this study. These results support the view that RsaI/PstI, DraI, and MspI types of CYP2E1 genetic polymorphisms may not cause significant alterations in protein expression and enzyme catalytic activities of CYP2E1 enzyme in human livers.
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