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                    Abstract
Africa is a latecomer to the Social Indicators Movement. The first social indicators for Third World countries were developed by outsiders and covered almost exclusively topics related to basic needs and development. In response to Kenneth Land’s and Alex Michalos’ historical assessment and their agenda for future ‘social indicators/quality of life/well-being’ research, the commentary traces how South Africa and sub-Saharan countries—with a little help from many friends who are pioneers in the movement—have succeeded in developing their own home-grown social indicators movement. Addressing some of the themes outlined in the agenda that Land and Michalos set for future research, the commentary discusses the importance of monitoring social change occurring in African society in a ‘post-industrialized and much more globalized, and digitized-computerized-roboticized’ era: How will new values and norms impact on the quality of life of future generations of African people?
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                    Notes
	See my tribute to the late Lawrence Schlemmer (1936–2011) (Møller 2013).


	Prominent among the pioneers who promoted South African social indicators research in the 1990s and 2000s is Alex Michalos, who toured South Africa in 1996 and again in 2004 to introduce local scholars to the field (acknowledged in the Festschrift in his honour, Møller 2016, pp. 271, 272). Vogel (2013) of Statistics Sweden supported a successful bid to enlist Statistics South Africa to measure select subjective indicators to compare with those of the Euromodule. In 2002, German pioneer Wolfgang Zapf (Glatzer 2012) sent one of his young scholars, Denis Huschka, to work with us on the Euromodule project, which led to two publications in Social Indicators Research (Huschka and Mau 2005; Møller 2007). In 2006, the International Society for Quality of Life Studies (ISQOLS) elected to hold its 7th conference at my university, which Denis Huschka and I hosted. In the 2010s, South African scholars have greatly benefited from further collaboration with ISQOLS scholars.


	
                                http://www.statssa.gov.za/.


	
                                http://irr.org.za/reports-and-publications/south-africa-survey (Accessed 9 February 2016).


	
                                http://www.hsrc.ac.za/en/departments/sasas.


	
                                http://businesstech.co.za/news/government/114770/the-best-and-worst-municipalities-in-south-africa-in-2016/ (Accessed 15 March 2016).


	
                                http://www.nids.uct.ac.za.


	
                                http://www.hsrc.ac.za/en/research-data/view/6301 (Accessed 4 March 2016).


	
                                http://www.afrobarometer.org.


	Referring to reports in Business Day, Johannesburg, in 2016: ‘Cellphone tech sparks innovation in Africa’, 9 February, p. 15; ‘Ethiopia quietly makes strides in robotics to improve lives’, 16 February, p. 15; ‘Local drone made to cope with African terrain’, 16 February, p. 16.


	
                            https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Das_Glasperlenspiel.
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