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                                    Abstract
Spectacle is ubiquitous and agile; it leaps and burrows throughout virtual, live, and static mediums. Although spectacle is a constant presence today, my interest led back in time to sift out its span in modern cultural production. What set of practices contribute to its indelible, yet shape shifting propensities? The pursuit of this question is the foundation of this book: to investigate the emerging industries of spectacle as a permeable tradition, one that admits and yields interdisciplinary methods. I concentrate my analysis on the immersive sensibilities of spectacle in nineteenth- and early twentieth-century American mass culture. Competing influences converge in spectacle practices that are tightly coupled to the explosive growth of the culture industry in the United States.1 In particular, two aspects of this circulation hold significance for me. One is the billowing attraction of scenic spectacles that wind through an experiential “American” landscape. The sites and landscape subjects popularized in scenic spectacles pour into painted installation panoramas, multimedia performances, exhibition settings, and artfully staged museum dioramas. Related to these trends are the flourishing technologies of sensory media that scenic spectacles absorb and reflect.
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