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                    Abstract
A significant portion of the scholarship in analytic philosophy of psychiatry has been devoted to the problem of what kind of kind psychiatric disorders are. Efforts have included descriptive projects, which aim to identify what psychiatrists in fact refer to when they diagnose, and prescriptive ones, which argue over that to which diagnostic categories should refer. In other words, philosophers have occupied themselves with what I call “diagnostic kinds”. However, the pride of place traditionally given to diagnostic kinds in psychiatric research has recently come under attack, most notably by a recent initiative of the National Institute of Mental Health, the Research Domain Criteria Project, that seeks to exclude diagnostic categories from experimental designs and focus on other sorts of psychiatric kinds. I argue that philosophical accounts privileging diagnostic kinds must respond to this new line of criticism, and conclude that philosophers need to either counter psychiatrists’ growing suspicion about the hegemony of diagnostic categories in the clinic and the laboratory, or join in redirecting their efforts toward the development of robust accounts of other sorts of psychiatric objects and processes.
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                    Notes
	Ironically, the areas where an analysis of the role of diagnostic kinds may be most fruitful moving forward are those where there is least interest in underlying mechanisms, such as epidemiology, social policy and clinical research.


	NIMH FFA #RFA-MH-02-009. See https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-MH-02-009.html (accessed June 22, 2017).


	http://www.nimh.nih.gov/about/strategic-planning-reports/strategic-objective-1.shtml (accessed June 22, 2017).


	http://www.nimh.nih.gov/about/strategic-planning-reports/strategic-objective-1.shtml (accessed June 22, 2017).


	https://www.omicsonline.com/open-access/letter-to-editor-Psychiatry-1000249.php?aid=41351 (accessed June 22, 2017).


	Murphy’s use of the term differs from its usual usage in the philosophy of psychology, in which it is not a summary representation of a class of objects, but a representation of an illustrative individual that belongs to a class (Murphy 2004).


	Insel, Thomas, “Anatomy of NIMH Funding,” available at http://www.nimh.nih.gov/funding/funding-strategy-for-research-grants/the-anatomy-of-nimh-funding.shtml.
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