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                    Abstract
The paper reviews the central components of the cognitive theory of propositions and explains both its empirical advantages for theories of language and mind and its foundational metaphysical and epistemological advantages over other theories. It then answers a leading objection to the theory, before closing by raising the issue of how questions, which are the contents of interrogative sentences, and directives, which are the contents of imperative sentences, are related to propositions.
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                    Notes
	See Chapter 1 of Soames (2015), Chapter 3 of King et al. (2014), Chapters 2, 3, and 4 of Soames (2010) and Soames (1987, (2005b, (2006, (2008).


	The view sketched below is developed in detail in Soames (2015).


	Other attitudes that are arguably both propositional and non-truth-normed include hoping, as in ‘I hope that Sam will win’, dreaming as in ‘I dreamed that pigs fly’, imagining as in ‘I imagined there being mice in the bathtub’, and questioning/wondering as in ‘Mary questioned/wondered whether arithmetic is complete’.


	See pp. 119–122 of Soames (2010).


	These alternatives are more fully elaborated in Soames (forthcoming).


	See Chapter 7 of Soames (2010) and Chapter 2 of Soames (2015).


	
Russell (1905).


	For discussion see Salmon (2005), Chapter 7 Section 5, Chapter 8 Section 2.3, and Chapter 9 Section 5.5 of Soames (2014a) as well as Chapter 2 of Soames (2015).


	This methodology is discussed in Soames (2014b).


	Chapters 2 and 4 of Soames (2015).


	For classic examples and discussion see Perry (1977, (1979) and Lewis (1979).


	Detailed analysis is given on pp. 46–56 of Soames (2015).


	For complications see pp. 56–60 of Soames (2015). The account is extended to uses of ‘actually’ to designate the world-state of the context of use on pp. 60–66 of Soames (2015).


	Although it is not semantically expressed by the sentence (see pp. 76–77 of Soames 2015), it is one of the propositions entertained whenever the speaker uses the sentence with its semantic meaning, it is one of the propositions believed when one who understands the sentence sincerely accepts it, and it is one of the propositions asserted by standard utterances of the sentence in contexts in which it is understood.


	My use of descriptively enhanced propositions to resolve some instances of Frege’s puzzle stems from Soames (2002, (2005a). The new ingredients here invoked—linguistically enhanced propositions and a pragmatically expanded conception understanding—extend the mechanisms explored in earlier work in ways explained on pp. 181-186 of Soames (2015).


	On pp. 84–93 of Soames (2015), the discussion is extended to cover uses of natural kind terms and propositional attitude reports, including those that report agents speaking other languages.


	Uses of demonstratives and the puzzles to which they give rise are discussed on pp. 105–116 of Soames (2015).


	Complicated and philosophically interesting cases of puzzles involving perceptual cognition and attitude reports of perceptual contents—including those found in Nagel (1974) and Jackson (1986)—are discussed on pp. 96–105 of Soames (2015).


	This important cognitive phenomenon is discussed at length in Fine (2007) and Salmon (2012).





References
	Fine, K. (2007). Semantic relationism. Malden, MA: Blackwell.
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Jackson, F. (1986). What Mary didn’t know. Journal of Philosophy, 83, 191–195.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	King, J., Soames, S., & Speaks, J. (2014). New thinking about propositions. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lewis, D. (1979). Attitudes De Dicto and De Se. Philosophical Review, 88, 513–543.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Nagel, T. (1974). What is it like to be a bat? Philosophical Review, 83, 435–450.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Perry, J. (1977). Frege on demonstratives. Philosophical Review, 86, 474–497.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Perry, J. (1979). The essential indexical. Nous, 13, 3–21.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Russell, B. (1905). On denoting. Mind, 14, 479–493.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Salmon, N. (2005). On designating. Mind, 114, 1069–1133.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Salmon, N. (2012). Recurrence. Philosophical Studies, 159, 407–441.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Soames, S. (1987). Direct reference, propositional attitudes, and semantic content. Philosophical Topics, 14, 47–87; reprinted in Soames (2009).

	Soames, S. (2002). Beyond rigidity. New York: Oxford University Press.
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Soames, S. (2005a). Reference and description. Princeton: Princeton University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Soames, S. (2005b). Naming and asserting. In Z. Szabo (Ed.), Semantics vs. pragmatics. New York: Oxford University Press, 356–382; reprinted in Soames (2009).

	Soames, S. (2006). Understanding assertion. In J. Thomson & A. Byrne (Eds.), Content and modality. Oxford: Oxford University Press; reprinted in Soames (2009).

	Soames, S. (2008) Why propositions cannot be sets of truth-supporting circumstances. Journal of Philosophical Logic, 37, 267–276; reprinted in Soames (2009).

	Soames, S. (2009). Philosophical essays (Vol. 2). Princeton: Princeton University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Soames, S. (2010). What is meaning? Princeton: Princeton University Press.

	Soames, S. (2014a). The analytic tradition in philosophy (Vol. 2). Princeton: Princeton University Press.
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Soames, S. (2014b). Methodology in late nineteenth and early twentieth century analytic philosophy. In A. Philosophy (Ed.), American and other historical and contemporary essays (pp. 35–59). Princeton: Princeton University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Soames, S. (2015). Rethinking language, mind, and meaning. Princeton: Princeton University Press.
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Soames, S. (2016, forthcoming). Yes, the search for explanation is all we have. Philosophical Studies. doi:10.1007/s11098-016-0636-0
                        


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Philosophy, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA, USA
Scott Soames


Authors	Scott SoamesView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Scott Soames.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
[image: Check for updates. Verify currency and authenticity via CrossMark]       



Cite this article
Soames, S. Propositions as Cognitive Acts.
                    Synthese 196, 1369–1383 (2019). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-016-1168-z
Download citation
	Received: 16 October 2015

	Accepted: 14 July 2016

	Published: 30 July 2016

	Issue Date: 01 April 2019

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-016-1168-z


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Propositions
	Predication
	First-person cognition
	Present-tense cognition
	Linguistic cognition
	Perceptual cognition
	Recognition of recurrence
	Frege’s puzzle
	Representationally identical but cognitively distinct propositions
	Millian modes of representation








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					107.23.175.5
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    