
        
    
        
            
            
                
            

            
        
    

        
    
        
            
            
                
            

            
        
    


        
    




        

        
    Skip to main content

    

    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        [image: SpringerLink]
                    
                
            
        


        
            
                
    
        Log in
    


            
        
    


    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                        Menu
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            Find a journal
                        
                    
                        
                            Publish with us
                        
                    
                        
                            Track your research
                        
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                Search
                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
 
  
   
  Cart
 


                    
                

            

        
    




    
        
    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            	
                        Home




	
                        Synthese

	
                        Article

Feel the flow


                    	
                            Published: 24 December 2015
                        


                    	
                            Volume 194, pages 609–630, (2017)
                        
	
                            Cite this article
                        



                    
                        
                        
                    

                
                
                    
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                [image: ]
                            
                            Synthese
                        
                        
                            
                                Aims and scope
                                
                            
                        
                        
                            
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            
                        
                    
                

            
        
    


        
            
                

                

                
                    
                        	Sam Baron1 


                        
    

                        
                            	
            
                
            679 Accesses

        
	
            
                
            8 Citations

        
	
                
                    
                1 Altmetric

            
	
            Explore all metrics 
                
            

        


                        

                        
    
    

    
    


                        
                    
                


                
                    Abstract
The experience of temporal flow is, for many, the central—if not the only—reason for believing an A-theory of time. Recently, however, B-theorists have argued that experience does not, in fact, favor the A-theory. Call such an argument: a debunking argument. The goal of the present paper is to defend the A-theory against two prominent versions of the debunking argument.
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                    Notes
	Philosophers who construe the A-theory in this manner include Bigelow (1996), Bourne (2006), Button (2007), Cameron (2011), Crisp (2007), Markosian (2004), Monton (2006), Tooley (1997). For more on how to understand the A-theory see Tallant (2012), Zimmerman (2005).


	See Paul (2010) for a precise formulation of, and sustained attack upon, the argument from experience for the A-theory.


	The most recent defense of the argument is to be found in Prosser (2000, 2007, 2012, 2013) and Price (1996, pp. 14–15). A precursor appears in Mellor (1998, pp. 68–69). Maudlin (2002, pp. 251–252) considers a version of the argument as well.


	
Skow (2011) provides an argument that, if successful, would debunk the evidential weight of the experience of flow. For reasons of space, I cannot consider that argument here.


	Prosser takes it to be sufficient for showing that the A-theory makes no physical difference to the universe that the flow of time plays no role in physics, as opposed to science more generally. This could be denied: one might seek to demonstrate that the flow of time plays a role in, say, chemistry but not in physics and so makes a physical difference that way. I take it, however, that because time is the subject matter of physics, the thought is that any physical difference made by the flow of time documented by another science should show up, in some way, in physics, and so if the flow of time plays no role in physics, then it won’t play a role in any other science either. At any rate, I will assume in what follows that it is physics that we should focus on. Nothing hangs on this, however: all of my arguments can be easily reframed in terms of science more generally.


	I am grateful to an anonymous referee for this suggestion.


	What would be required to debunk the astronomer’s experiences? Presumably compelling evidence to the effect that their telescopes are all broken, or that they are all hallucinating, or that human brains tend to throw up images of planet Sigma in telescope-involving-situations.


	Observation as I am using it here is a success term: to say that the flow of time has been observed is to say that one has an experience of the flow of time that has a positive evidential status with respect to the same and is thus evidentially weighty. Later on I talk of ‘observational data’. This is just the sum total of observational evidence we have in favor of something.


	There has also been some suggestion that the flow of time might be useful for developing a theory of gravity. See Dowker (2014), Sorkin and Rideout (1999), and Sorkin (2007).


	I am grateful to an anonymous referee for issuing this challenge.
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