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                    Abstract
Logics of discrete time are, in Arthur Prior’s words, “applicable in limited fields of discourse in which we are concerned with what happens in a sequence of discrete states,” independent of “any serious metaphysical assumption that time is discrete.” This insight is applied to natural language semantics, a widespread assumption in which is that time is, as is the real line, dense. “Limited fields of discourse” are construed as finite sets of temporal propositions, inducing bounded notions of temporal granularity that can be refined to expand the discourse. The construal is developed in line with Prior’s view of what is “metaphysically fundamental”.
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                    Notes
	That is, \({\mathfrak {A}}\) is \(\varphi \)-alternation bounded iff the boundary of \([\![\varphi ]\!]\) is finite (where the boundary of a subset A of T is the closure of A minus the interior of A). We assume here the order topology, given by unions of sets \((t,t^{\prime })\) of instants \(\prec \)-between t and \(t^{\prime }\).


	We draw boxes (instead of the usual curly braces \(\{\) and \(\}\)) around sets-as-symbols, reinforcing their cartoon/film strip reading.
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