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                The other animals have memory, but, of all that we are acquainted with, none, we venture to say, except man, shares in the faculty of recollection. The cause of this is that recollection is, as it were, a mode of inference.
              

              Aristotle.

            


Abstract
Whether non-human animals can have episodic memories remains the subject of extensive debate. A number of prominent memory researchers defend the view that animals do not have the same kind of episodic memory as humans do, whereas others argue that some animals have episodic-like memory—i.e., they can remember what, where and when an event happened. Defining what constitutes episodic memory has proven to be difficult. In this paper, I propose a dual systems account and provide evidence for a distinction between event memory and episodic memory. Event memory is a perceptual system that evolved to support adaptive short-term goal processing, whereas episodic memory is based on narratives, which bind event memories into a retrievable whole that is temporally and causally organized around subject’s goals. I argue that carefully distinguishing event memory from episodic memory can help resolve the debate.
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                    Notes
	A recent exception is Rubin and Umanath’s (2015) distinction between event memory, which is based on construction of a scene, and episodic memory, which is defined as a type of event memory accompanied by a sense of reliving involving the self.


	This does not mean that all distortions of memory are emotional at their basis. Memory distortions encompass a wide range of phenomena such as misattribution—i.e., cases where even though some form of memory is present, it is attributed to a wrong time, place or person—and suggestibility—i.e., the tendency to incorporate information provided by others (e.g. due to misleading questions) into one’s own recollections (Schacter 1999). Rather the focus is here on one important and pervasive class of distortion that is related to narrative construction.


	Even though narrative capacities are closely related to linguistic capacities in humans, a narrative need not be based on language. Silent movies, picture books, comic strips are all examples of non-linguistic narratives. Testing narrative skills need not require linguistic skills either. Picture sequencing or re-enactment tasks are used to test narrative skills of young children.
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