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                    Abstract
This paper does two things. First, it argues for a metaphilosophical view of conceptual analysis questions; in particular, it argues that the facts that settle conceptual-analysis questions are facts about the linguistic intentions of ordinary folk. The second thing this paper does is argue that if this metaphilosophical view is correct, then experimental philosophy (or “x-phi”) is a legitimate methodology to use in trying to answer conceptual-analysis questions.
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                    Notes
	For discussions of the kinds of things that x-phi can be used for, see, e.g., Knobe and Nichols (2007) and O’Neill and Machery (2014).


	The negative project of x-phi is (roughly) to criticize the use of intuitions in philosophy; see, e.g., Alexander et al. (2010).


	It’s still not entirely exhaustive because you might endorse a non-factualist view of type-C questions; i.e., you might claim that type-C questions aren’t settled by facts at all and that they don’t have factual answers.


	Of course, different philosophers give slightly different definitions of these terms, so there are actually more than two concepts that can be treated as Humean and libertarian kinds of free will. But we can ignore this complication here.


	Of course, if an analysis picks out an incoherent concept, call it C1, then there won’t be any (actual or possible) objects that instantiate C1, and you might think that facts like this could be relevant to whether C1 is identical to the relevant folk concept C, i.e., the one we’re trying to analyze. I will consider this suggestion below, in Sect. 6.5.


	See, e.g., Broad (1952), Strawson (1986), and Pereboom (2001).


	Consider the concept green and a Toyota; this seems more gerrymandered than green is; at any rate, it’s more arbitrary and it has a more complicated decompositional structure; but green Toyotas resemble each other more than green things do.


	The idea that facts about naturalness can be relevant to questions about meaning is sometimes called the best-candidate theory of meaning. This idea was first introduced by Merrill (1980) and developed by Lewis (1983, 1986). See also Sider (2001).


	I actually don’t think it’s true that rabbit (or unified, entire rabbit) is more natural than rabbit stage or simples arranged rabbitwise, but that obviously doesn’t matter here.


	Even if I stop trying to figure out what ‘C’ means in English and just try to figure out what it means in my own private language, this is still empirical. For, again, we don’t in general have a priori epistemic access to what we mean by our words.


	This doesn’t matter here, but we don’t need to endorse the existence of abstract objects to endorse this view of sentences like (O) and (M). For we can endorse a fictionalistic view according to which these sentences are strictly speaking false (because they refer to non-existent objects) but useful fictions. I defend this view in Balaguer (1998) and (2009).


	This is related to a widely discussed question, namely, the question of whether philosophers can be thought of as experts in relation to type-C questions. I would hesitate to put it this way; if they’re expert at anything in this connection, it’s knowing how to call up stable, reliable intuitions that accurately reflect their own concepts. Now, I certainly don’t think philosophers are infallible at this, but it’s plausible to suppose that they’re better at it than most people. For other discussions of these issues, see, e.g., Knobe and Nichols (2007) and Kauppinen (2007).





References
	Alexander, J., Mallon, R., & Weinberg, J. M. (2010). Accentuate the negative. Review of Philosophy and Psychology, 1, 297–314.

	Balaguer, M. (1998). Platonism and anti-platonism in mathematics. New York: Oxford University Press.

	Balaguer, M. (2009). Fictionalism, theft, and the story of mathematics. Philosophia Mathematica, 17, 131–162.

	Balaguer, M. (2010). Free will as an open scientific problem. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

	Broad, C. D. (1952). Determinism, indeterminism, and libertarianism. In Ethics and the history of philosophy (pp. 195–217). London: Routledge & Kegan Paul.

	Chalmers, D. (1996). The conscious mind. New York: Oxford University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Goodman, N. (1955). Fact, fiction, and forecast. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Jackson, F. (1998). From metaphysics to ethics. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kaplan, D. (1989). Demonstratives. In J. Almog, J. Perry, & H. Wettstein (Eds.), Themes from Kaplan (pp. 481–563). New York: Oxford University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kauppinen, A. (2007). The rise and fall of experimental philosophy. Philosophical Explorations, 10, 95–118.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Knobe, J., & Nichols, S. (2007). An experimental philosophy manifesto. In J. Knobe & S. Nichols (Eds.), Experimental philosophy (pp. 3–14). Oxford: Oxford University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kornblith, H. (2013). Is there room for armchair theorizing in epistemology. In M. Haug (Ed.), Philosophical methodology: The armchair or the laboratory? (pp. 195–216). New York: Routledge.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lewis, D. (1983). New work for a theory of universals. Australasian Journal of Philosophy, 61, 343–377.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lewis, D. (1986). On the plurality of worlds. Oxford: Basil Blackwell.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Machery, E., Mallon, R., Nichols, S., & Stich, S. (2004). Semantics, cross-cultural style. Cognition, 92, B1–B12.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	McKenna, M. (2014). The metaphysical importance of the compatibility question: Comments on Mark Balaguer’s Free will as an open scientific problem. Philosophical Studies, 169, 39–50.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Merrill, G. H. (1980). The model-theoretic argument against realism. Philosophy of Science, 47, 69–81.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Mortensen, K., & Nagel, J. (forthcoming). Armchair-friendly experimental philosophy. In W. Buckwalter & J. Sytsma (Eds.), Blackwell companion to experimental philosophy.

	Murray, D., & Nahmias, E. (2014). Explaining away incompatibilist intuitions. Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, 88, 434–467.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	O’Neill, E., & Machery, E. (2014). Experimental philosophy: What is it good for? In E. Machery & E. O’Neill (Eds.), Current controversies in experimental philosophy (pp. vii–xxix). New York: Routledge.

	Pereboom, D. (2001). Living without free will. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Putnam, H. (1975). The meaning of ‘meaning’. In H. Putnam (Ed.), Language, mind and reality. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

	Rawls, J. (1971). A theory of justice. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Sider, T. (2001). Four dimensionalism. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Sosa, E. (2007). Experimental philosophy and philosophical intuitions. Philosophical Studies, 132, 99–107.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Stich, S., & Tobia, K. (forthcoming). Experimental philosophy and the philosophical tradition. In W. Buckwalter & J. Sytsma (Eds.), Blackwell companion to experimental philosophy.

	Strawson, G. (1986). Freedom and belief. Oxford: Clarendon Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Vargas, M. (2009). Revisionism about free will: A statement and defense. Philosophical Studies, 144(1), 45–62.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Weinberg, J., Nichols, S., & Stich, S. (2001). Normativity and epistemic intuitions. Philosophical Topics, 29, 429–460.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Williamson, T. (2007). The philosophy of philosophy. Oxford: Blackwell.
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Acknowledgments
I would like to thank David Pitt and Talia Bettcher for commenting on an earlier version of this paper. Also, versions of this paper were read at the University of Arizona and at a conference at the University of San Francisco, and I would like to thank the members of those two audiences. Special thanks go to Michael McKenna, Shaun Nichols, Terry Horgan, Uriah Kriegel, Carolina Sartorio and Manuel Vargas.


Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Philosophy, California State University, Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA, USA
Mark Balaguer


Authors	Mark BalaguerView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Mark Balaguer.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
[image: Check for updates. Verify currency and authenticity via CrossMark]       



Cite this article
Balaguer, M. Conceptual analysis and x-phi.
                    Synthese 193, 2367–2388 (2016). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-015-0848-4
Download citation
	Received: 26 March 2015

	Accepted: 03 August 2015

	Published: 26 August 2015

	Issue Date: August 2016

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-015-0848-4


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Conceptual analysis
	Experimental philosophy
	Meta-philosophy








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					44.211.243.107
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    