
        
    
        
            
            
                
            

            
        
    

        
    
        
            
            
                
            

            
        
    


        
    




        

        
    Skip to main content

    

    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        [image: SpringerLink]
                    
                
            
        


        
            
                
    
        Log in
    


            
        
    


    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                        Menu
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            Find a journal
                        
                    
                        
                            Publish with us
                        
                    
                        
                            Track your research
                        
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                Search
                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
 
  
   
  Cart
 


                    
                

            

        
    




    
        
    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            	
                        Home




	
                        Synthese

	
                        Article

How to account for the oddness of missing-link conditionals


                    	Special Section Article: Truth & Epistemic Norms
	
                            Published: 21 May 2015
                        


                    	
                            Volume 194, pages 1541–1554, (2017)
                        
	
                            Cite this article
                        



                    
                        
                        
                    

                
                
                    
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                [image: ]
                            
                            Synthese
                        
                        
                            
                                Aims and scope
                                
                            
                        
                        
                            
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            
                        
                    
                

            
        
    


        
            
                

                

                
                    
                        	Igor Douven1 


                        
    

                        
                            	
            
                
            416 Accesses

        
	
            
                
            29 Citations

        
	
                
                    
                1 Altmetric

            
	
            Explore all metrics 
                
            

        


                        

                        
    
    

    
    


                        
                    
                


                
                    Abstract
Conditionals whose antecedent and consequent are not somehow internally connected tend to strike us as odd. The received doctrine is that this felt oddness is to be explained pragmatically. Exactly how the pragmatic explanation is supposed to go has remained elusive, however. This paper discusses recent philosophical and psychological work that attempts to account semantically for the apparent oddness of conditionals lacking an internal connection between their parts.
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                    Notes
	The inferentialist semantics to be discussed further on in the paper is also explicitly meant to pertain to “conditional conditionals” only.


	The Stoic philosopher Chrysippus is famous for having defended the view that a conditional is true iff the falsity of its consequent is incompatible with the truth of its antecedent (Kneale and Kneale 1962, Ch. 2).


	And getting more and more frustrated with more general shortcomings of current semantics for conditionals. I catalogue my most serious misgivings in Douven (2011, (2013).


	This is the core of the proposal in Krzyżanowska et al. (2014). To this core, two clauses are added to take care of certain special cases. The details need not detain us here, except that for later purposes it should be mentioned that for a conditional to be true, its consequent should not just follow from background knowledge alone (unless it also follows from the antecedent alone).


	For a summary of the main attempts to solve this problem, and some reasons for believing these attempts fail, see Douven (2011).


	The defective truth table data are inconclusive in this respect, given that they contain no information about inferential connections perceived by the participants in the various experiments.


	See Hadjichristidis et al. (2001), Evans and Handley (2003), Oberauer and Wilhelm (2003), Over and Evans (2003), Evans and Over (2004), Weidenfeld et al. (2005), Evans et al. (2007), Oaksford and Chater (2007), Oberauer et al. (2007), Over et al. (2007), Gauffroy and Barrouillet (2009), Douven and Verbrugge (2010, (2013), Pfeifer and Kleiter (2010), Politzer et al. (2010), Fugard et al. (2011), and Over et al. (2013).


	Thanks to an anonymous referee here.
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