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                    Abstract
The paper uses a de-relativized (or objectified) variant of Woodward’s definition of direct type-level causation to develop an account of causal ceteris paribus (cp) laws. It argues that the relation between X and Y needs to satisfy three conditions in order to qualify as one of direct type-level causation, that satisfaction of these conditions guarantees the applicability of claims of direct type-level causation, that the context of applicability motivates referring to these conditions as cp conditions, and that claims of direct type-level causation qualify as laws if they are explanatorily deep. The account of causal cp laws defended by the paper derives from a de-relativized variant of Woodward’s definition of direct type-level causation but can be shown not to conflict with Woodward’s thesis that there is no such thing as a cp law.
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                    Notes
	Boumans and Morgan (2001, p. 13) introduce the Latin expressions for (CP2) and (CP3). Following their lead, one may refer to (CP1) as a ceteris constantibus clause.


	There is, of course, substantial disunity among philosophers of science over the question whether causal statements can be accepted as true if there can’t be any physically possible interventions for these statements. Woodward, however, is prepared to accept a causal statement as true as long as there is at least one (ideally or physically) possible intervention for that statement.


	The problem with the Hausman test is that it relies on the notion of an unbiased instrumental variable (IV) estimator: on the notion of an unbiased estimator for a variable that is itself assumed to be uncorrelated with an error. Before conducting a Hausman test, one would in fact have to test the hypothesis of no correlation between an instrument and the error term. And the frustrating thing about such a test is that it is not available. Something that comes close to an econometric test of the correlation between an instrument and an error is only available in the case in which the equation into which the instrument is introduced is “over-identified”: in which this equation includes at least two instruments for the regressor that is correlated with the error. This test (usually referred to as the Sargan test) assumes that among the instruments is at least one valid instrument per regressor correlated with the error. It involves the estimation of the parameters and residuals of the equation in question as well as the regression of the residuals on the instruments. And it is supposed to be successful if the regression of the residuals on the instruments yields coefficient estimates that are insignificantly different from zero. But the problem with this test is that even a successful test doesn’t tell us which of the instrumental variables are valid instruments. It doesn’t tell us, that is, which of the instruments might be used to calculate an IV estimator for the Hausman test.
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