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                    Abstract
I provide an account of the cognitive attitude of trust that explains the role trust plays in the planning of rational agents. Many authors have dismissed choosing to trust as either impossible or irrational; however, this fails to account for the role of trust in practical reasoning. A can have therapeutic, coping, or corrective reasons to trust B to \({\phi}\) , even in the absence of evidence that B will \({\phi}\) . One can choose to engage in therapeutic trust to inspire trustworthiness, coping trust to simplify one’s planning, or corrective trust to avoid doing a testimonial injustice. To accommodate such types of trust, without accepting doxastic voluntarism, requires an account of the cognitive attitude of trust broader than belief alone. I argue that trust involves taking the proposition that someone will do something as a premise in one’s practical reasoning, which can be a matter of believing or accepting the proposition. I defend this account against objections that it (i) provides insufficient rational constraints on trust, (ii) conflates trust and pretense of trust, and (iii) cannot account for the rationality of back-up planning.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Trusting What Ought to Happen
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         31 August 2022
                                    

                                

                                Jonathan Tallant

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        The Ladder of Rationality
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         06 November 2015
                                    

                                

                                Julian Fink

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Hinge commitments and trust
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         27 October 2023
                                    

                                

                                Duncan Pritchard

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Baier A. (1984) Trust and antitrust. Ethics 96(2): 231–260
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Baier A. (1994) Moral prejudices. Harvard University Press, Cambridge, MA

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Baier A. (2007) Trust, suffering, and the Aesculapian virtues. In: Walker R. L., Ivanhoe P. J. (eds) Working virtue: Virtue ethics and contemporary moral problems. Oxford University Press, New York

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Baker J. (1987) Trust and rationality. Pacific Philosophical Quarterly 68(10): 1–13

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Barber B. (1983) The logic and limits of trust. New Rutgers University Press, Brunswick, NJ

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Bratman M. (1992) Practical reasoning and acceptance in a context. Mind 101(401): 1–15
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Cohen L. J. (1989) Belief and acceptance. Mind 98(391): 367–389
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Cohen L. J. (1992) An essay on belief and acceptance. Clarendon Press, Oxford

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Daukas N. (2006) Epistemic trust and social location. Episteme 3(1–2): 109–124
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Engel P. (2000) Believing and accepting. Kluwer, Boston
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Faulkner P. (2007) A genealogy of trust. Episteme 4(3): 305–321
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Faulkner P. (2011) Knowledge on trust. Oxford University Press, New York
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Fricker M. (2007) Epistemic injustice: Power & the ethics of knowing. Oxford University Press, New York
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Giddens A. (1990) The consequences of modernity. Stanford University Press, Stanford, CA

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ginet C. (2001) Deciding to believe. In: Steup M. (ed) Knowledge, truth and duty. Oxford University Press, New York

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hardin R. (2002) Trust and trustworthiness. Russell Sage Foundation, New York

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hardwig J. (1985) Epistemic dependence. Journal of Philosophy 82(7): 335–349
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hardwig J. (1991) The role of trust in knowledge. Journal of Philosophy 88(12): 693–708
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hieronymi P. (2008) The reasons of trust. Australasian Journal of Philosophy 86(2): 1–24
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Holton R. (1994) Deciding to trust, coming to believe. Australasian Journal of Philosophy 72(1): 63–76
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Jones K. (1996) Trust as an affective attitude. Ethics 107(1): 4–25
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Jones K. (2002) The politics of credibility. In: Antony L. M., Witt C. E. (eds) A mind of one’s own: Feminist essays on reason and objectivity. Westview Press, Boulder, CO

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Jones K. (2004) Trust and terror. In: DesAutels P., Walker M. U. (eds) Moral psychology: Feminist ethics and social theory. Rowman & Littlefield, New York

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kelly D., Roeddert E. (2008) Racial cognition and the ethics of implicit bias. Philosophy Compass 3(3): 522–540
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lehrer K. (1979) The Gettier problem and the analysis of knowledge. In: Pappas G. S. (ed) Justification and knowledge. Reidel, Dordrecht

                    Google Scholar 
                

	McGeer V. (2008) Trust, hope and empowerment. Australasian Journal of Philosophy 86(2): 1–18
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	McLeod C. (2002) Self-trust and reproductive autonomy. MIT Press, Cambridge, MA

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Nagel J. (2010) Epistemic anxiety and adaptive invariantism. Philosophical Perspectives 24(1): 407–435
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Pellegrino E., Veatch R., Langan J. (1991) Ethics, trust, and the professions. Georgetown University Press, Washington, DC

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Perry J. (1980) Belief and acceptance. Midwest Studies in Philosophy 5(1): 533–542
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Pettit P. (1995) The cunning of trust. Philosophy & Public Affairs 24(3): 202–225
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Potter N. (2002) How can I be trusted? A virtue theory of trustworthiness. Rowman & Littlefield, New York

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Project Implicit Information Website. (n.d.). Retrieved January 23, 2012, from http://www.projectimplicit.net/index.php.

	Scheman N. (2001) Epistemology resuscitated: Objectivity as trustworthiness. In: Tuana N., Morgen S. (eds) Engendering rationalities. State University of New York Press, Albany, NY

                    Google Scholar 
                

	van Fraassen B. (1980) The scientific image. Clarendon Press, Oxford
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Velleman J. D. (2000) The possibility of practical reason. Clarendon Press, Oxford

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Walker M. U. (2006) Moral repair: Reconstructing moral relations after wrongdoing. Cambridge University Press, New York
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Williams, B. (1973). Deciding to believe. In Problems of the self. New York: Cambridge University Press.


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Philosophy Department, Hobart & William Smith Colleges, 300 Pulteney St., Geneva, NY, 14456, USA
Karen Frost-Arnold


Authors	Karen Frost-ArnoldView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Karen Frost-Arnold.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Frost-Arnold, K. The cognitive attitude of rational trust.
                    Synthese 191, 1957–1974 (2014). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-012-0151-6
Download citation
	Received: 31 January 2012

	Accepted: 25 June 2012

	Published: 10 July 2012

	Issue Date: June 2014

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-012-0151-6


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Trust
	Belief
	Acceptance
	Planning








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					34.207.100.160
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    