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                    Abstract
This essay describes the approach and early results of the collaborative Embryo Project and its on-line encyclopedia (http://embryo.asu.edu). The project is based on a relational database that allows federated searches and inclusion of multiple types of objects targeted for multiple user groups. The emphasis is on the history and varied contexts of developmental biology, focusing on people, places, institutions, techniques, literature, images, and other aspects of study of embryos. This essay introduces the ways of working as well as the long-term goals of the project. We invite others to join the effort, both in this particular project and in joining together in digital collection, archiving, and knowledge generation at the borders of biology and history.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Data Moves: Libraries and Data Science Workflows
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2020
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        In Search of Enlightenment: From Mapping Books to Cultural History
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2021
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        The Concept of Generations
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2014
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Harrison, Ross Granville. 1907. ‘Observations on the Living Developing Nerve Fiber.’ Anatomical Record 1: 116–118.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Landecker, Hannah. 2007. Culturing Life. How Cells Became Technologies. Cambridge, MA:Harvard University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Laubichler, Manfred D. 2007a. ‘The Regulatory Genome: Eric Davidson at 70.’ Bioessays 29: 937–939.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Laubichler, Manfred D. 2007b. ‘The Specter of the Past. What the History of Theoretical Biology Means Today.’ Biological Theory 2: 131–133.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Laubichler, Manfred D, Davidson, Eric H. 2008. ‘Boveri’s Long Experiment: Sea urchin Merogons and the Establishment of the Role of Nuclear Chromosomes in Development.’ Developmental Biology 314: 1–11.

	Laubichler, Manfred D, Aird, W, Maienschein, J. 2007. ‘The Endothelium in History.’ W Aird (ed.), Endothelial Biomedicine. Cambridge:Cambridge University Press, pp. 5–22.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Maienschein, Jane, Laubichler, Manfred D, Loettgers, Andrea. 2008. ‘How Can History of Science Matter to Scientists?’ Isis 99: 341–349.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Maienschein, Jane, Smith, George. 2008. ‘What Difference does History of Science Make Anyway?’ Isis 99: 318–321.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Center for Biology and Society, Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ, 85287-4501, USA
Jane Maienschein & Manfred D. Laubichler


Authors	Jane MaienscheinView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Manfred D. LaubichlerView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Jane Maienschein.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Maienschein, J., Laubichler, M.D. The Embryo Project: An Integrated Approach to History, 
Practices, and Social Contexts of Embryo Research.
                    J Hist Biol 43, 1–16 (2010). https://doi.org/10.1007/s10739-009-9204-1
Download citation
	Published: 04 September 2009

	Issue Date: February 2010

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s10739-009-9204-1


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	embryo
	developmental biology
	Embryo Project
	history
	embryology
	databases
	digital humanities








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					23.20.235.102
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    