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                    Abstract
The Antarctic Peninsula has a dissected central plateau at 1500–2000 m elevation, at present overlain by a few hundred metres of ice which drains into transverse glaciers. On the west coast, there is no significant floating ice shelf N of 67°S. Present ice cover is very restricted compared with the inferred extent of the ice sheet during glacial periods. The snow accumulation rate is more than three times the Antarctic average, indicating a potential for rapid ice-sheet growth. The present-day sea floor on the outer continental shelf is 400–500 m deep and water depth increases steadily inshore from the shelf break.
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