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                                    Abstract
Diagnosis of acute phlebothrombosis without imaging procedures is uncertain. Only in 40% of all cases a clear and accurate diagnosis can be made on the basis of symptoms such as edema, tension pain, and palpable resistance, in addition to other uncharacteristic symptoms which often do not appear at first (Müller 1994; Richter and Zeitler 1980; Spengel 1992). This applies in particular to patients confined to bed because of a general medical illness, after an operation, and after childbirth, or to patients lacking general physical exercise. Often only the much-feared complication of pulmonary embolism points to the existence of deep vein thrombosis of the leg. At this stage, 80 of 100 affected patients die within the first 2h (Schwing 1994a).
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