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                                     Abstract
During his youth, Newton had carefully studied the geometric calculus of Descartes, which served him as a source of inspiration for the development of the “calculus of fluxions”, his version of the differential calculus. This partially explains why he undertook to classify the curves of degree three
                    
                    
                  

                    
                    
                   according to various species, in analogy with the classification of those of degree two, the conic sections, 
                    
                   into ellipses, parabolas, hyperbolas or pairs of lines. The following is the first paragraph of the chapter containing this classification from his work [140], published in 1711:
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