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                    Abstract
The Arctic Ocean and surrounding epicontinental seas have a perennial ice cover in the central sector and throughout most of the year in their peripheral parts. Paleoceanographic reconstructions have shown that the perennial Arctic sea ice developed about 0.9 million years ago (Herman, 1970; Herman and Hopkins, 1980). During the past 0.9 my, the sea-ice cover has repeatedly melted and formed again (Maksimov, 1972). The last phase of the ice-free ocean was in early Würm. According to Olausson and Jonasson (1969) the Arctic Ocean has had a sea-ice cover during the last 11,000 years. The ice thickness did not exceed 3–4 m (Nesis, 1983) and was much like the present sea-ice cover. It is possible that the general features of Arctic sea-ice ecology have developed since the Last Glaciation.
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