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                                    Summary
The patient presenting with swallowing problems represents a significant challenge to the clinician. The complex physiology and diverse etiologies of swallowing disorders require a thorough history and a physical examination, as well as physiologically based investigations of the esophageal and upper gastrointestinal tract function. Thorough investigation should provide information sufficient to make a decision about the initiation and/or continuation of medical therapy or the need for surgical intervention.
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