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                    Abstract
The apparently simple word “sex” is used to refer to our reproductive category, physiological properties, both reproductive and nonreproductive behaviors, and, in human beings, our sense of who we are. Recently, feminist scholars have introduced the term “gender to refer to the social aspects of relationships between the sexes. Terminological distinctions have not, unfortunately, eliminated conceptual confusion in this area (Unger and Crawford, In press). A core problem is the tendency to view various aspects of sex (and even gender) in terms of simple dichotomies. Nevertheless, exceptions can be found for even our most fundamental biological distinctions. Because sex is usually viewed from the perspective of mammalian physiology, the characteristics of the egg producer - female - and the sperm producer - male - are often thought of as fixed and universal. However, a number of fish species change sex (Diamond, this volume).
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