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This study of the receptions of phenomenology in French philosophy and religious thought prior to 1939 was occasioned by the renewal of phenomenological approaches to theology and the philosophy of religion in France beginning in the 1980s, as represented, on the one hand, by Paul Ricoeur
                
              ’s hermeneutical interpretation of biblical narratives, and, on the other, by Jean-Luc Marion
                
              ’s so-called “radical” or post-ontological investigations of the primordial givenness of God. Their employment of phenomenological strategies to explore theological questions has not passed without criticism, however. For example, Dominique Janicaud
                
              , in a polemical essay published in 1991 whose title, Le tournant théologique de la phénoménologie française, pronounces an indictment upon Marion
                
              , Levinas
                
              , and other radical phenomenologists, argues that Husserl and Heidegger
                
               along with Sartre
                
               and Merleau-Ponty
                
               established firm precedents for keeping phenomenology and theology separate enterprises. French debates over the application of phenomenological methods to religious philosophy have nevertheless engaged American thinkers due to the impact that structuralist and post-structuralist theories have had on a wide range of academic disciplines in the United States. So, too, the professorships that Ricoeur
                
               and Marion
                
               have held in the Divinity School at the University of Chicago and the translations of their major works have brought their ideas directly to American audiences. To provide a context for evaluating these and other contemporary rapprochements of phenomenology and theology, this study offers a comprehensive historical analysis of the introduction of phenomenology to France through an examination of various precursors, early interpreters, popularizers, and adopters.
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                             Notes
	1.Together with Jean Hyppolite, Ricoeur
                    
                   was instrumental in establishing this research center for phenomenology and hermeneutics (UA 106) under the auspices of the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS) in 1967. For a history of the foundation of the Husserl Archives in Paris, see the dossier presented by its director Jean-François Courtine (1989).


	2.See Ihde (1971, 95ff.).


	3.See the collection of essays by Ricoeur (1995)
                    
                  .


	4.See Geffré (1983), available in English as Geffré (1987).


	5.The phrase “radical phenomenology” has gained currency in post-modern classifications of philosophy; see for example, Sallis (1978). Husserl, however, was responsible for applying the term to phenomenology. For instance, in Philosophy as Rigorous Science
                  
                    
                    
                  , he says of phenomenology: “The science concerned with what is radical must from every point of view be radical in its procedure. Above all it must not rest until it has attained its own absolutely clear beginnings” (Husserl 1981, 196). Again, in Crisis of the European Sciences, Husserl observes that “humanity, struggling to understand itself . . . feels called to initiate a new age, completely sure of its idea of philosophy and its true method, and also certain of having overcome all previous naïvetés, and thus all skepticism, through the radicalism of its new beginning” (Husserl 1970a, 14). Husserl asserts that phenomenology is essentially radical because it assumes the most extreme beginning point, absolute subjectivity. A radical phenomenology, then, is one that takes absolute subjectivity as its point of departure and attempts to draw out its full implications. By contrast, a non-radical approach (e.g., Ricoeur
                    
                  ’s) would regard phenomenology as a limited method whose value lies in its potential to be used in conjunction with other philosophical approaches and critiques.


	6.See especially, “La distance et son icône,” 255–315.


	7.See Lacoste (1987) and Lacoste (1990).


	8.Since the time of this study, Marion
                    
                   was appointed to the John Nuveen professorship, which he held from 2004 to 2010, after which he was named the Andrew Thomas Greeley and Grace McNichols Greeley Professor of Catholic Studies in the Divinity School at the University of Chicago following the retirement of David Tracy.


	9.See Spiegelberg (1982, 426–27): “The development of French phenomenology can be divided into two overlapping phases: a mainly receptive period, during which phenomenology remained almost completely an exotic plant, represented by German-trained scholars, of interest primarily to those concerned about promoting international relations in philosophy; and a predominantly productive phase, when phenomenology became an active tool in the hands of native Frenchmen. The dividing line may be placed in 1936. The first landmark of the new period was the first independent phenomenological publication of Jean-Paul Sartre
                    
                  .”


	10.The third revised and enlarged edition of The Phenomenological Movement (1982) also includes the English translation of an article on Emmanuel Levinas
                    
                   by Stephen Strasser.


	11.See Waldenfels (1983, 16). An indication of the similarity between Waldenfels’s volume and Spiegelberg’s is that the former includes the same essay on Levinas
                    
                   by Stephen Strasser in its original German form.


	12.Quillien (1994). The three essays pertaining to the reception of phenomenology are: “Sartre
                    
                   et Heidegger”
                    
                   by Alain Renaut, “La réception de Heidegger
                    
                  : Jean Beaufret entre Sartre
                    
                   et Merleau-Ponty” 
                    
                  by Dominique Janicaud
                    
                  , and “Réflexion, dialectique, existence: P. Ricoeur
                    
                   et la phénoménologie” by André Stanguennec.


	13.Noël (1910). Noël
                    
                  ’s article is discussed in Chap. 3 as in instance of the philosophical reception of Husserl’s early writings.


	14.See, for example, Alberigo et al. (1987).


	15.See, for example, McGregor and White (1990).


	16.Cf. Pius X (1981, 3:77–78, 84; §§16–17; 39).


	17.For further discussion of the encyclicals cited here and the rise of modern separated philosophies, see McCool (1989, 7–8).


	18.See Spiegelberg (1976, 108–127).


	19.See for example Husserl’s clarifying note following Ideas
                    
                      
                      
                     §51 where he states, “Our immediate aim concerns not theology but phenomenology, however important the bearing of the latter on the former may indirectly be” (Husserl 1931, 157).


	20.While it is true that the early French Hegelian scholars, such as Alexandre Kojève, frequently conflated the phenomenologies of Hegel
                      
                     and Husserl (cf. Spiegelberg (1982, 440–442)), these misinterpretations will not be addressed in the present study, which is concerned only with the French reception of phenomenological movements that can be traced directly or indirectly to Husserl.


	21.The periodization of Husserl’s philosophical development in this paragraph is drawn from Fink (1939, 107–108). Cf. Spiegelberg (1982, 70), who prefers a somewhat earlier dating for the three major periods: (1) the “pre-phenomenological period,” 1887–1896; (2) the period of “phenomenology as a limited enterprise,” 1897–1905; (3) and the period of “pure phenomenology,” 1906–1938. In my opinion, Fink
                      
                    ’s periodization does more justice to Husserl’s shift toward transcendental idealism following the publication of the first volume of Ideas
                    
                      
                      
                     in 1913.


	22.The second and third volumes of Ideas
                    
                      
                      
                    , although written around 1912, were not published until 1952.


	23.Cf. Husserl (1969, 149).


	24.Following the emergence of phenomenological existentialism after 1940, French philosophers concentrated almost exclusively on writings from the third phase of Husserl’s career, yet the current generation of French phenomenologists has been reviving interest in works from his earlier periods, including the Logical Investigations
                    
                      
                      
                    . Cf. Marion (1989, 7–63).


	25.See Husserl (1967, x).


	26.The distinction of terms that follows is based on Greisch (1991, 244–251). Greisch credits Henri Duméry with having formulated the distinction between religious philosophy and philosophy of religion. Jean Hering
                      
                     (1926, 6–8) employs a similar set of distinctions that will be examined in Chap. 3.


	27.See Levinas (1982).


	28.See Janicaud (1991, 75–89). Jean-Paul Sartre
                      
                     also fundamentally opposed the rapprochement of theology and phenomenology, as Chap. 2 will make clear. Not only does Sartre
                      
                     exclude the transcendence of God from phenomenological consideration, but he even rejects Husserl’s postulate concerning the existence of the transcendental ego. Significant supporting texts for an atheistic interpretation of phenomenology may be found in Ideas
                    
                      
                      
                     §58 and the note that follows §51. Interestingly, Jean Hering
                      
                     interprets these passages in the positive sense of establishing theology as an independent science, as we shall also have occasion to discuss in Chap. 3.


	29.See Strasser (1959), cited by Spiegelberg (1981, 79–80).


	30.See Husserl (1975, 40): “Only a science that is grounded from the very beginning upon ‘transcendental phenomenology’ and that flows from it to the principal original sources can correspond to the full idea of an absolutely justified knowledge. The stage we call positive science may be an historical fact, but this stage must be surmounted in a universal reform of science that cancels [aufhebt] any distinction between positive science and a philosophy to be opposed to it or that transforms all sciences at once into philosophical sciences and gives pure phenomenology the value of a universal fundamental-science—of a first philosophy.” Cf. Husserl (1931, §63; 188).


	31.For a fuller discussion of Sartre
                    
                  ’s appropriation of phenomenology and engagement with the Cartesian tradition, see the corresponding sections of my dissertation (Dupont 1997, 211–236), which, because they cover same ground trodden by many other investigators, have been abbreviated in this volume.


	32.See Spiegelberg (1982, 679–680, 681).
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