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                     Abstract
Although the Galileian school still included scholars of the first rank like Evangelista Torricelli
                  
                 (1608–1647) and Vincenzo Viviani
                  
                 (1622–1703), the barycentre of European scientific evolution had now shifted to the North. The most important characters for our history had already appeared in the correspondence of Huygens
                  
                . Through the one with whom our Dutchman had the closest relationship, Leibniz
                  
                 (1646–1716), we can take up the thread of music which we prefer to follow here. Actually for his model of the solar system, the renowned German philosopher and diplomat had used a term which too few modern astronomers would expect: “circulation harmonique” [“harmonic circulation”].
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              Un bel air de Musique qui sera tousjour chanté, est comme un beau theoreme de Geometrie rencontré.

              [A beautiful musical aria, which will always be sung, is like a fine geometrical theorem found again.]

              …when the Chinese will have learnt all they want to know from us, then they will close their doors to us.

               Letter to Peter the Great

              Aimer est être porté a prendre du plaisir dans la perfection de l’objet aimé.

              [To love means being led to take pleasure in the perfection of the object loved.]

              Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz
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