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Preface

The 2021 edition of the Asia-Pacific Conference of Economics and Finance (APEF)
was held virtually on December 16—17. For this edition, seventeen research papers
from Malaysia, the USA, UK, Australia, UAE, Norway, South Africa, Greece, China,
Germany, and Singapore were successfully presented. The conference program
consisted of an opening speech by Dr. Evan Lau, an Associate Professor from
UNIMAS, a keynote speech by Dr. Steven Cochrane, Chief APAC Economist,
Moody’s Analytics, a keynote speech by Dr. Tony Makin, Professor (Economics),
Department of Accounting, Finance and Economics, Griffith University, and a
keynote speech by Dr. Kai-Hong Tee, Loughborough University, UK. This publi-
cation contains six of the best papers written by researchers who attended the 2021
Asia-Pacific Conference on Economics & Finance (APEF, 2021). These papers would
serve as significant contributions to the understanding of various economics and
finance issues.

APEF 2022 will be a hybrid conference, to be held on the December 15-16 2022,
in Singapore. More details about the conference are available at APEF.ear.com.sg. I
welcome you to this conference and look forward to your participation.

With warmest regards,

Kota Samarahan, Malaysia Dr. Evan Lau
APEF 2021 Conference Chair



East Asia Research (EAR)

Established in Singapore in 2015, East Asia Research (EAR) envisions to be the
gateway to improving lives and enhancing productivity in Asia through promoting
cross-geographical exchange of ideas and knowledge in various faculties. This will
be achieved through the dissemination of knowledge from the Asia-focused research
conferences and publications by EAR.

EAR academic conferences provide a meaningful platform for researchers, post-
graduates, academicians, and industry practitioners to share unique insights and drive
innovation. This is a great opportunity for expanding contact networks beyond a
singular field and kick-starting a strategic collaboration. Such partnership can bridge
the resources and expertise of multiple disciplines to spearhead pioneer movements,
giving rise to breakthroughs in long-standing issues.
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