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Preface

The law of treaties forms the backbone of the international legal order. There would

be no international law without the principle pacta sunt servanda, no legal security
in international relations without the strict definition of acceptable grounds to

render treaties invalid and no effective dispute settlement without universally

accepted rules of treaty interpretation. Just as treaties vitally contribute to the

peaceful co-operation of States and other international actors, so does the interna-

tional law of treaties to the legal foundations of international peace and security.

Given the importance of treaties and of the rules governing them within the

international legal order, it is hardly surprising that as early as 1949 the Interna-

tional Law Commission gave priority to the codification of these rules. Over the

centuries, international practice had developed a set of rules facilitating a fair

balance between the sovereign will of States, as expressed in the rule of consent,

and the needs of the international community. Those rules were finally compiled in

written form in the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties in 1969 which,

besides codifying recognized rules of customary international law, added signifi-

cant progressive elements to the international law of treaties. After the adoption and

entry into force of the Convention on 27 January 1980, the law of treaties has

continued to evolve, and the stability which the Convention, as a codificatory work,

has brought to international relations between States still allows for the dynamics of

international practice for which the Convention, as a set of mainly residual rules,

leaves considerable room. Both elements of the international law of treaties, the

traditional rules and dynamic practice, are deliberately reflected in the present

Commentary, which undertakes to explain the meaning and effects of the provi-

sions of the Convention in the light of international practice and jurisprudence with

regard to the law of treaties.

Due to the sheer length of the Convention and the amount of relevant material on

the law of treaties, this volume is the result of a joint effort of twelve scholars. Our

sincere thanks go to all the authors for their co-operation, patience and readiness to

adapt to the editors’ guidelines and deadlines.

Needless to say, this opus could not have been completed without the diligent

and tireless work of several support staff in Salzburg and Osnabrück which we

happily acknowledge. Our sincere thanks go to the editorial assistant in Osnabrück,

v



Christina Kamm, who put in endless hours co-ordinating authors and editors,

revising texts and tables, as well as to the editing team in Salzburg, Sandra
Hummelbrunner, Julia Pleiel and Simon Burger. We are grateful to all of them

for their commitment, enthusiasm and patience.

Osnabrück, Germany Oliver Dörr
Salzburg, Austria Kirsten Schmalenbach
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MFN Most-favoured nation

MichJIL Michigan Journal of International Law

MIGA Multinational Investment Guarantee Agency

MLR Modern Law Review

MN Margin number

MOP Meetings of the Parties
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RUF Revolutionary United Front (Sierra Leone)

Rutgers LR Rutgers Law Review

SADC South African Development Community

SC Security Council (United Nations)

SCR Supreme Court Reports (Canada)
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Ser Series
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SIPRI Stockholm International Peace Research Institute

SLULJ Saint Louis University Law Journal

SOLAS International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea

SR Special Rapporteur

SS Steam ship

SSR [. . .] Soviet Socialist Republic
SSSR Gazette of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR

St. Thomas LR St. Thomas Law Review

StanJIL Stanford Journal of International Law

StanLR Stanford Law Review
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Offensive Arms (Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty II)

StGBl Staatsgesetzblatt (State Gazette) (Austria)

subpara subparapraph

Supp Supplement

SWAPO South West African People’s Organization (Namibia)

SZIER Schweizerische Zeitschrift für internationales und euro-

päisches Recht
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TEC Treaty Establishing the European Community
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TexLR Texas Law Review

TFEU Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union

TGS Transactions of the Grotius Society

TIAS Treaties and Other International Acts Series (United

States)

TJOGEL Texas Journal of Oil, Gas, and Energy Law

trans Translation

TRIPS Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual

Property Rights

TRNC Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus

TulJICL Tulane Journal of International and Comparative Law

TulLR Tulane Law Review

UCLR University of Chicago Law Review

UDHR Universal Declaration of Human Rights

UJIEL Utrecht Journal of International and European Law

UK United Kingdom [of Great Britain and Northern Ireland]

UKHL United Kingdom House of Lords

UKTS United Kingdom Treaty Series

UN United Nations

UNCITRAL United Nations Commission on International Trade Law

UNCLOS United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea

UNCLOT Official Records of the United Nations Conference on the

Law of Treaties (3 volumes)

UNCLOTIO Official Records of the United Nations Conference on the

Law of Treaties between States and International Orga-
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volumes)

UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

UNDP United Nations Development Programme

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organization

UNFCC United Nations Framework Convention on Climate

Change

UNGA United Nations General Assembly

UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Emergency Fund

UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization

UNIDROIT International Institute for the Unification of Private Law

UNITA United Front for the Total Liberation of Angola

UNJYB United Nations Juridical Yearbook

UNMIK United Nations Interim Administration Mission in

Kosovo
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UNSC United Nations Security Council

UNSG United Nations Secretary-General

UNTS United Nations Treaty Series

UPaLR University of Pennsylvania Law Review

US United States [of America], United States Reports

USC United States Code

USSR Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
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UTLJ University of Toronto Law Journal

v versus

VaJIL Virginia Journal of International Law

VaLR Virginia Law Review
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VCDR Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations
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VCLT II Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties between

States and International Organizations or between Inter-

national Organizations
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Vol(s) Volume(s)

WashCC Washington’s United States Circuit Court Reports

WEU Western European Union
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WHO World Health Organization
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WTO World Trade Organization

Yale JIL Yale Journal of International Law
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YbWA Yearbook of World Affairs
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ZaöRV Zeitschrift für ausländisches öffentliches Recht und

Völkerrecht (Germany)

ZÖR Zeitschrift für öffentliches Recht (Austria)
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ZVR Zeitschrift für Völkerrecht
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