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Preface

The law of treaties forms the backbone of the international legal order. There would
be no international law without the principle pacta sunt servanda, no legal security
in international relations without the strict definition of acceptable grounds to
render treaties invalid and no effective dispute settlement without universally
accepted rules of treaty interpretation. Just as treaties vitally contribute to the
peaceful co-operation of States and other international actors, so does the interna-
tional law of treaties to the legal foundations of international peace and security.

Given the importance of treaties and of the rules governing them within the
international legal order, it is hardly surprising that as early as 1949 the Interna-
tional Law Commission gave priority to the codification of these rules. Over the
centuries, international practice had developed a set of rules facilitating a fair
balance between the sovereign will of States, as expressed in the rule of consent,
and the needs of the international community. Those rules were finally compiled in
written form in the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties in 1969 which,
besides codifying recognized rules of customary international law, added signifi-
cant progressive elements to the international law of treaties. After the adoption and
entry into force of the Convention on 27 January 1980, the law of treaties has
continued to evolve, and the stability which the Convention, as a codificatory work,
has brought to international relations between States still allows for the dynamics of
international practice for which the Convention, as a set of mainly residual rules,
leaves considerable room. Both elements of the international law of treaties, the
traditional rules and dynamic practice, are deliberately reflected in the present
Commentary, which undertakes to explain the meaning and effects of the provi-
sions of the Convention in the light of international practice and jurisprudence with
regard to the law of treaties.

Due to the sheer length of the Convention and the amount of relevant material on
the law of treaties, this volume is the result of a joint effort of twelve scholars. Our
sincere thanks go to all the authors for their co-operation, patience and readiness to
adapt to the editors’ guidelines and deadlines.

Needless to say, this opus could not have been completed without the diligent
and tireless work of several support staff in Salzburg and Osnabriick which we
happily acknowledge. Our sincere thanks go to the editorial assistant in Osnabriick,



vi Preface

Christina Kamm, who put in endless hours co-ordinating authors and editors,
revising texts and tables, as well as to the editing team in Salzburg, Sandra
Hummelbrunner, Julia Pleiel and Simon Burger. We are grateful to all of them
for their commitment, enthusiasm and patience.

Osnabriick, Germany Oliver Dorr
Salzburg, Austria Kirsten Schmalenbach
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