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Preface

The 8th International Conference on Natural Language Processing (JapTAL
2012) took place in the city of Kanazawa, a leading tourist destination where 7
million tourists visit every year. It was a great castle town ruled by an influential
leader from the seventeenth century to the second half of the nineteenth century.
Kanazawa has not suffered from any war devastation or big natural disaster up
to now. Therefore, it maintains rows of historical houses and inherits traditional
handicrafts and traditional performing arts.

JapTAL was the eighth in the series of the TAL conferences, following IceTAL
2010 (Reykjavik, Iceland), GoTAL 2008 (Gothenburg, Sweden), FinTAL 2006
(Turku, Finland), EsTAL 2004 (Alicante, Spain), PorTAL 2002 (Faro, Portugal),
VexTAL 1999 (Venice, Italy), and FracTAL 1997 (Besancon, France). This was
the first time that the TAL conference was held outside Europe.

The main purpose of the TAL conference series is to bring together scientists
representing linguistics, computer science, and related fields, sharing a common
interest in the advancement of computational linguistics and natural language
processing.

The conference consists of invited talks, oral and poster presentations, and
special sessions on the applications and theory of natural language processing
and related areas. It provides excellent opportunities for the presentation of in-
teresting new research results and discussions about them, leading to knowledge
transfer and the generation of new ideas.

In the reviewing process of the main conference track, we received 42 sub-
missions. Among them, we selected 27 submissions as long papers and five sub-
missions as short papers. Therefore, the acceptance ratio for the long papers is
64% and the total acceptance ratio including short papers is 76%.

We had two special sessions, i.e., “Game and NLP” and “Student/Young
Researcher Session.” Papers submitted for these sessions were treated separately
and accepted papers were presented in each session but they are not included in
this volume.

As conference organizers of JapTAL 2012, we would like to thank all PC mem-
bers who reviewed submissions very tight schedule and all local staff who helped
us during the preparation of JapTAL. We would like to thank the International
Exchange Program of the National Institute of Information and Communications
Technology (NICT) for its support of JapTAL 2012.

Hitoshi Isahara
Kyoko Kanzaki
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