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Preface

PRIMA, the International Conference on Principles and Practice of Multi-Agent
Systems, aims to be the premier forum for work contributing to the practice of
engineering intelligent agent and multi-agent systems. The overarching objec-
tives are to improve understanding of agent technology, identify and promote
emerging application areas, encourage theoretical work that can be readily ap-
plied in practical settings, and increase uptake of agent technology by industry.

PRIMA 2012, the 15th International Conference on Principles and Prac-
tice of Multi-Agent Systems, was held in Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia, during
September 3–7, 2012. The conference was hosted by MIMOS Berhad, and co-
located with PRICAI 2012 (12th Pacific Rim International Conference on Artifi-
cial Intelligence), DC 2012 (DCMI International Conference on Dublin Core and
Metadata Applications) and PKAW 2012 (Pacific Rim Knowledge Acquisition
Workshop).

PRIMA 2012 received 42 submissions from 18 countries, of which 17 (40%)
were accepted as full papers for inclusion in the proceedings. Submissions were
subject to a rigorous review process: papers were reviewed by three members
of the Programme Committee, authors could then provide a “rebuttal” to these
reviews, after which Senior Programme Committee members coordinated dis-
cussion on the papers to provide a recommendation.

We would first like to thank all those who submitted papers to PRIMA 2012.
Special thanks to the Programme Committee members for their detailed reviews
completed in a timely manner, and the Senior Programme Committee for their
considered judgements and recommendations on the papers. We are confident
that this process has resulted in a high quality diverse conference programme.
Thanks also to EasyChair for the use of their conference management system to
facilitate this complex process and the preparation of these proceedings.

PRIMA 2012 featured two invited talks, from Michael Wellman (“Empiri-
cal Game-Theoretic Analysis for Practical Strategic Reasoning”) and Elisabeth
André (“Pathways Towards More Empathetic Human-Agent Interactions: Syn-
ergies and Challenges”), which were both widely appreciated.

We would like to thank MIMOS Berhad, and especially Dickson Lukose, for
the enormous effort involved in organizing the three co-located conferences and
associated workshops, not least in dealing with several organizing committees.



VI Preface

Finally, we would like to acknowledge the Sarawak Convention Bureau, the Spe-
cial Interest Group on Multi-Agent and Cooperative Computation of the Japan
Society for Software Science and Technology, the University of Tulsa and the
University of New South Wales for financial support.

September 2012 Iyad Rahwan
Wayne Wobcke

Sandip Sen
Toshiharu Sugawara
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