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Preface

The 37th International Symposium on Mathematical Foundations of Computer
Science, MFCS 2009, was held in Bratislava (Slovakia) during August 27-31,
2012. It took place 40 years after the first MFCS that was held in 1972 in
Jabtonna, Poland. This volume contains eight invited and 63 contributed pa-
pers presented at the symposium. The contributed papers were selected by the
Program Committee out of a total of 162 submissions.

MFCS 2012 was organized by the Slovak Society for Computer Science and
the Faculty of Mathematics, Physics and Informatics of the Comenius Univer-
sity in Bratislava. It was supported by the European Association for Theoreti-
cal Computer Science. We acknowledge with gratitude the support of all these
institutions.

The series of MFCS symposia has a well-established tradition dating back
to 1972. The aim is to encourage high-quality research in all branches of theo-
retical computer science, and to bring together researchers who do not usually
meet at specialized conferences. The symposium is organized on a rotating ba-
sis in Poland, Czech Republic, and Slovakia. The previous meetings took place
in Jablonna 1972, Strbské Pleso 1973, Jadwisin 1974, Maridnske Lazné 1975,
Gdansk 1976, Tatranskd Lomnica 1977, Zakopane 1978, Olomouc 1979, Rydzyna
1980, Strbské Pleso 1981, Prague 1984, Bratislava 1986. Karlovy Vary 1988,
Porabka-Kozubnik 1989, Banska Bystrica 1990, Kazimierz Dolny 1991, Prague
1992, Gdansk 1993, Kosice 1994, Prague 1995, Krakéw 1996, Bratislava 1997,
Brno 1998, Szklarska Poreba 1999, Bratislava 2000, Maridnske Lazné 2001, War-
saw 2002, Bratislava 2003, Prague 2004, Gdarisk 2005, Stard Lesnd 2006, Cesky
Krumlov 2007, Torun 2008, Novy Smokovec 2009, Brno 2010, Warsaw 2011.

The 2012 meeting added a new page to this history, which was possible owing
to the effort of many people.

We would like to thank the invited speakers Georg Gottlob (University of
Oxford), Rolf Niedermeier (TU Berlin), Antonino Salibra (University of Venice),
Nicole Schweikardt (Goethe University of Frankfurt), Esko Ukkonen (University
of Helsinki), Igor Walukiewicz (University of Bordeaux), Gerhard J. Woeginger
(TU Eindhoven), and Mihalis Yannakakis (Columbia University) for presenting
their work to the audience of MFCS 2012. The papers provided by the invited
speakers appear at the beginning of this volume. We thank all authors who
have submitted their papers for consideration. Many thanks go to the Program
Committee, and to all external referees, for their hard work in evaluating the
papers. The work of the Program Committee was carried out using the EasyChair
system, and we gratefully acknowledge this contribution.



VI Preface

Special thanks are due to the Organizing Committee led by Vanda Ham-
bélkova and Dana Pardubska.

June 2012 Branislav Rovan
Vladimiro Sassone
Peter Widmayer
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