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Preface

The 2011 edition of the Amsterdam Colloquium was the 18th in a series which
started in 1976. The Amsterdam Colloquia aim at bringing together linguists,
philosophers, logicians and computer scientists who share an interest in the for-
mal study of the semantics and pragmatics of natural and formal languages.
Originally an initiative of the Department of Philosophy, the colloquium is now
organized by the Institute for Logic, Language and Computation (illc) of the
University of Amsterdam.

These proceedings contain revised versions of a selection of the papers pre-
sented at the 18th Amsterdam Colloquium. The first section contains the invited
contributions. The second, third and fourth sections contain submitted contri-
butions to the three thematic workshops that were hosted by the colloquium:
the Workshop on Inquisitiveness; the Workshop on Formal Semantics and Prag-
matics of Sign Languages, and the Workshop on Formal Semantic Evidence. The
final section consists of the submitted contributions to the general program.

For the organization of the 18th Amsterdam Colloquium, financial support
was received from: the Institute for Logic, Language and Computation (illc);
the nwo-funded projects: “The Inquisitive Turn. A New Perspective on Se-
mantics, Logic, and Pragmatics” (coordinator: Jeroen Groenendijk); “Indefinites
and Beyond: Evolutionary Pragmatics and Typological Semantics” (coordinator:
Maria Aloni); “Vagueness — And How to Be Precise Enough” (coordinators:
Robert van Rooij and Frank Veltman); the E.W. Beth Foundation and the Mu-
nicipality of Amsterdam. This support is gratefully acknowledged.

The editors would like to thank the members of the Program Committee and
the anonymous reviewers for their help in the preparation of this volume. Many
thanks also to Peter van Ormondt, Eric Flaten and Haitao Cai for help with the
organization of the conference.

March 2012 Maria Aloni
Vadim Kimmelman

Floris Roelofsen
Galit W. Sassoon

Katrin Schulz
Matthijs Westera
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