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Preface

These proceedings contain the refereed papers presented at the 5th Information
Retrieval Facility Conference (IRFC) for Science and Industry, which was held
in Vienna during July 2–3, 2012. The conference was organized by the IC1002
COST Action Multilingual and Multifaceted Interactive Information Access
(MUMIA) and the Vienna University of Technology.

COST is an intergovernmental framework for European Cooperation in Sci-
ence and Technology, allowing the coordination of nationally funded research on
a European level. The IC1002 COST Action on Multilingual and Multifaceted
Interactive Information Access (MUMIA) coordinates collaboration between re-
searchers and professionals working on three key disciplines for the future of
search: machine translation (MT), information retrieval (IR) and multifaceted
interactive information access (MIIA). To form a common basis for collabora-
tion the domain of patent retrieval has been selected as a use case, as it provides
highly sophisticated and information intensive search tasks. The MUMIA action
aims to empower the synergies from the disparate research fields of MT/IR/MIIA
within the specific context of patent search and other next-generation Web ap-
plications. More than 60 experienced scientists and young researchers from 26
countries participate in MUMIA’s research network.

The 5th IRFC aimed to tackle three complementary research areas: informa-
tion retrieval, machine translation for search solutions and interactive information
access.

The IRF Conference provides a multi-disciplinary, scientific forum that aims
to bring young researchers into contact with industry at an early stage. Another
emphasis is put on the applicability of IR solutions to real industry cases and
the respective challenges. A panel of experts from both academia and industry
reviewed the relevance of the submitted papers. IRFC 2012 received 17 high-
quality submissions, of which 11 were accepted for presentation at the confer-
ence and appear here. Each submission was reviewed by at least three Program
Committee members. Five of these are IR papers in the patent search domain,
two deal with the machine translation and natural language processing for the
IR area, while the remaining four deal with Web IR and associated tasks.

In addition to these papers we also invited experts from industry, technol-
ogy providers and implementers of novel technology to present challenges, real
problems and tools in search and search-related areas, delivered as talks in the
Industry and Demo Sessions. We would like to thank all of them for presenting
novel and innovative search tools and UIs and sharing with researchers other
ideas related to the process of information finding.

Our sincere thanks go out to: the Local Organizing Committee, Andreas
Rauber, Allan Hanbury, Mihai Lupu, Marie-Pierre Garnier, Christiane Tronig-
ger and Christine Haas; Norbert Fuhr for his support as General Chair of the
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conference; the IRF scientific board for agreeing that we organize the confer-
ence; the keynote speaker; the members of the Program Committee and the
additional reviewers for their thorough reviews; the Municipality of Vienna for
their support and for providing us with the City Hall to host the conference din-
ner; the MUMIA COST Action, the Vienna University of Technology, and the
Austrian Computer Society for their organizational assistance, and, to Microsoft
Research for providing sponsorship to the conference.

We hope that you enjoy the conference proceedings.

April 2012 Michail Salampasis
Birger Larsen
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