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Preface

The International Conference on Computational Processing of Portuguese —
PROPOR - is the main event in the area of natural language processing that
is focused on Portuguese and the theoretical and technological issues related to
this language. It welcomes contributions for both written and spoken language
processing.

The event is hosted in Brazil and in Portugal. The meetings have been
held in Lisbon/Portugal (1993), Curitiba/Brazil (1996), Porto Alegre/Brazil
(1998), Evora/Portugal (1999), Atibaia/Brazil (2000), Faro/Portugal (2003),
Itatiaia/Brazil (2006), Aveiro/Portugal (2008), and Porto Alegre/Brazil (2010).

This meeting has been a highly productive forum for the progress of this area
and to foster the cooperation among the researchers working on the automated
processing of the Portuguese language. PROPOR brings together research groups
promoting the development of methodologies, resources, and projects that can
be shared among all researchers and practitioners in the field.

The tenth edition of this event was held at the University of Coimbra, Coim-
bra, Portugal. It had two main tracks: one for language processing and another
for speech processing. This event hosted a special Demonstration Session and
a satellite event named “Pégico,” consisting in an evaluation contest for non-
trivial information seeking in Portuguese using Wikipedia as target. This edition
of PROPOR featured two invited talks by internationally renowned researchers
as well as tutorials on symbolic and statistical approaches to natural language
processing and analysis and visual feedback of the singing voice.

A total of 86 submissions were received, 61 for the language track and 25
for the speech track, by authors in worldwide institutions from countries like
Brazil, China, Germany, Portugal, and Spain. Each submission was evaluated
by at least three members from a multidisciplinary and international scientific
committee.

This volume gathers a selection of the 47 best papers accepted to be presented
at this meeting, of which 24 are full papers, corresponding to an acceptance
rate of 27%. These papers cover the areas related to automatic acquisition of
information, linguistic description and processing, language resources, language
applications and speech production, speech processing and applications.

We would like to express our thanks to everyone involved in the organiza-
tion of the event, to the scientific committee members for their excellent work,
to the researchers who kindly accepted to contribute to the event by delivering
tutorials and invited talks, and to the institutions, organizations, and funding
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agencies which allowed the realization of this event, namely, University of Coim-
bra, IT (Instituto de Telecomunicagoes), FCT (Portuguese National Founding
Agency), ISCA (International Speech Communication Association), SIG-IL (the
ISCA Special Group on Iberian Languages), CEPLN (the Special Interest Group
on Natural Language Processing of the Brazilian Computer Society), and ACL
(Association for Computational Linguistics).

April 2012 Helena de Medeiros Caseli
Aline Villavicencio

Anténio Teixeira

Fernando Perdigao
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