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Here I am before you all a sensible man

Who knows life and what a living man can know of death

Having experienced love’s sorrows and joys

Having sometimes known how to impose my ideas

Adept at several languages

Having travelled quite a bit

Having seen war in the Artillery and the Infantry

Wounded in the head trepanned under chloroform

Having lost my best friends in the frightful conflict

I know of old and new as much as one man can know of the two

And without worrying today about that war

Between us and for us my friends

I am here to judge the long debate between tradition and invention
Between Order and Adventure

You whose mouth is made in the image of God’s
Mouth that is order itself
Be indulgent when you compare us
To those who were the perfection of order
We who look for adventure everywhere
The pretty redhead, in [Apollinaire 1980]
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