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Preface

These are notes from a series of ten lectures given at the Saint—Flour Proba-
bility Summer School, July 6 — July 23, 2005.

The research that led to much of what is in the notes was supported in
part by the U.S. National Science Foundation, most recently by grant DMS-
0405778, and by a Miller Institute for Basic Research in Science Research
Professorship.

Some parts of these notes were written during a visit to the Pacific Institute
for the Mathematical Sciences in Vancouver, Canada. I thank my long-time
collaborator Ed Perkins for organizing that visit and for his hospitality. Other
portions appeared in a graduate course I taught in Fall 2004 at Berkeley. I
thank Rui Dong for typing up that material and the students who took the
course for many useful comments. Judy Evans, Richard Liang, Ron Peled,
Peter Ralph, Beth Slikas, Allan Sly and David Steinsaltz kindly proof-read
various parts of the manuscript.

I am very grateful to Jean Picard for all his work in organizing the Saint—
Flour Summer School and to the other participants of the School, particularly
Christophe Leuridan, Cedric Villani and Matthias Winkel, for their interest
in my lectures and their suggestions for improving the notes.

I particularly acknowledge my wonderful collaborators over the years
whose work with me appears here in some form: David Aldous, Martin Barlow,
Peter Donnelly, Klaus Fleischmann, Tom Kurtz, Jim Pitman, Richard Sowers,
Anita Winter, and Xiaowen Zhou. Lastly, I thank my friend and collaborator
Persi Diaconis for advice on what to include in these notes.

Berkeley, California, U.S.A. Steven N. Evans
October 2006
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