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Note to the English reader

In an effort to make the contents of this French-language volume accessible to
a wider audience, we have supplemented the original text with an extensive
introduction written in English. The idea was the Springer Lecture Notes
in Mathematics series editors’, and I am grateful to them for suggesting
it. As a side effect, this monograph contains two introductions. They are
not translations of each other; rather, they are complementary, in spite of
their more than substantial overlap. The emphasis in the English-language
introduction is on the context, while the French-language introduction more
systematically describes precise results and refers to the existing literature.
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