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FOREWORD

The Nankai Institute of Mathematics held a Special Year in Geometry

and Topology during the academic year 1986-1987. The program centered

around invited series of lectures, listed on the next page. This volume

contains several sets of notes from these lectures, along with articles

submitted by the participants.

We would like to thank all the participants for their enthusiasm

and cooperation. Our thanks are also due to those who offered courses

in Fall 1986 which prepared the graduate students for the lectures.

Finally, we wish to thank Mr. Zhang Shu-dong for smoothing the Engl ish

of many articles.

For the editors,

Boju Jiang
Chia-Kuei Peng
Zixin Hou

June 1988
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Variations
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