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INTRODUCTION

The international course on "Topics in Calculus of Variations” was held at
Montecatini, Italy, July 20-28, 1987, organized by the Fondazione CIME.

These proceedings contain the texts of the lectures presented by L. Caffarel-
1i, J. Moser, L. Nirenberg, R. Schoen, A. Tromba. They also contain the lectures
H. Brezis had originally planned and kindly agreed to provide, though he was
prevented from coming.

I wish to express my gratitude to the lecturers and to all participants for
their contribution to the success of the course. I would also like to express my
special thanks to all the authors for undertaking the heavy task of writing the

text of their lectures.

Mariano Giaquinta

Firenze, June 1988
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