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INTRODUCTION

This volume contains the texts of the three main lecture series given at the

CIME session on "Theory of moduli" held in Montecatini during the period 21-29

June, 1985.

The lectures survey some important areas of current research in topology,

complex analysis, algebraic geometry, which have as their common denominator the

study of moduli spaces. Hopefully, this volume will be a useful reference text on

the subject.

Other, more specialized, lectures were also given during the session but they

are not reproduced here.

I am very grateful to the three authors, to the other lecturers and to all the

participants to the conference for their interest and collaboration.

My thanks go also to the CIME for making the conference possible.

Edoardo Sernesi
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