Critical Criminological Perspectives
Series Editors
Reece Walters
Faculty of Law
Queensland University of Technology
Brisbane, Queensland, Australia
Deborah Drake
Social Policy & Criminology Department
The Open University
Milton Keynes, United Kingdom

The Palgrave Critical Criminological Perspectives book series aims to
showcase the importance of critical criminological thinking when examining problems of crime, social harm and criminal and social justice.
Critical perspectives have been instrumental in creating new research
agendas and areas of criminological interest. By challenging state deﬁned
concepts of crime and rejecting positive analyses of criminality, critical
criminological approaches continually push the boundaries and scope of
criminology, creating new areas of focus and developing new ways of
thinking about, and responding to, issues of social concern at local,
national and global levels. Recent years have witnessed a ﬂourishing of
critical criminological narratives and this series seeks to capture the
original and innovative ways that these discourses are engaging with
contemporary issues of crime and justice.
More information about this series at
http://www.springer.com/series/14932

Anna Sergi

From Maﬁa
to Organised Crime
A Comparative Analysis of Policing Models

Anna Sergi
Department of Sociology
University of Essex
Colchester, United Kingdom

Critical Criminological Perspectives
ISBN 978-3-319-53567-8
DOI 10.1007/978-3-319-53568-5

ISBN 978-3-319-53568-5 (eBook)

Library of Congress Control Number: 2017937376
© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s) 2017
This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the Publisher, whether
the whole or part of the material is concerned, speciﬁcally the rights of translation, reprinting, reuse of
illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on microﬁlms or in any other physical way, and
transmission or information storage and retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by
similar or dissimilar methodology now known or hereafter developed.
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this publication does not imply, even in the absence of a speciﬁc statement, that such names are exempt from the
relevant protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information in this
book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the publisher nor the
authors or the editors give a warranty, express or implied, with respect to the material contained herein
or for any errors or omissions that may have been made. The publisher remains neutral with regard to
jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional aﬃliations.
Cover illustration: Anna Sergi
Printed on acid-free paper
This Palgrave Macmillan imprint is published by Springer Nature
The registered company is Springer International Publishing AG
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland

Acknowledgements

This book is probably my entire mind of researcher translated into
words. It is the results of diﬀerent projects that have engaged me for
almost 6 years, since January 2011 when I started my PhD in Sociology
at the University of Essex and including the work I have carried out after
the completion of my PhD. It is very diﬃcult to understand and
pinpoint how images, concepts, ideas, considerations, theories, models
and notions emerge and change in one’s mind, especially when it comes
to such complex and rich ﬁelds of enquiry. Certainly, thanks to all the
people I have talked to, from formal interviews to conversations I had on
train carriages with colleagues; thanks to observations of my own birthplace, Calabria, and its idiosyncrasies; and thanks to my work environment, it has been possible to at least believe I had something to say and
to write in this context. I wish, therefore, to thank all those who
contributed, one way or the other, formally or informally, knowingly
or unknowingly, to this book; I certainly cannot contain them all in a
page. I take full responsibility of the mistakes I might have made and of
all its content.
For their contribution to the development of ideas, concepts and
research frameworks: at the University of Essex, thanks to Dick
Hobbs, Pete Fussey, Nigel South, Darren Thiel, Anna Di Ronco and
all the Administration Staﬀ; at New York University, School of Law,
NYC, James B. Jacobs, Ronald Goldstock and John Gleeson; at the
v

vi

Acknowledgements

Australian Institute of Criminology, Canberra, Russell G. Smith; at
Flinders University, Adelaide, Andrew Goldsmith and Marinella
Marmo; at the University of Melbourne, Leslie Holmes and Fiona
Haines; also in Australia, Stephen Bennetts, Adam Masters, Roderic
Broadhurst, Michael Madigan, David Bright, David Connery, Nick
McKenzie and Connie Agius; and in Italy, Maurizio Catino, Michele
Caianiello, Franco La Torre and Carlo Macrì. Thanks also to Anita
Lavorgna, John Dickie and Tristram Riley-Smith.
Thanks to Georgios Antonopolous for reviewing a ﬁrst draft of the
book and for his support. Thanks also to Julie Ayling, Russell G. Smith,
Jay Albanese, Nigel South and Rocco Sciarrone for agreeing to review
parts of the book while I was writing.
Thanks to my interviewees; some opted to remain anonymous, I am
very thankful to them too: in Italy, Antimaﬁa prosecutors Michele
Prestipino, Salvatore Boemi, Vincenzo Macrì, Roberto Di Palma,
Giovanni Bombardieri, Nicola Gratteri, Antonio Patrono, Anna
Canepa Alessandra Cerreti; also in Italy, Enzo Ciconte, Fabio Licata,
Giuseppe Lumia, Francesco Forgione, Bruno Giordano, Francesco Neri;
in the United Kingdom, Claudio Petrozziello, Steve Welsh, William
(Bill) Hughes, Richard Riley, Ken Macdonald, Allan Gibson, Craig
Turner, Roger Aldridge, Jonathan Fisher; in the United States,
Michael Gaeta, Polly Greenberg, Ronald Goldstock, John Gleeson,
Nancy Hoppock; and in Australia, Sandra Booth, Matt Warren, Clive
Small, Andrew Rogers, Calma Grace, Nick Sellars, Gregory Hough.
Thanks also to David Ellero and Luca Brioschi at Europol.
Thanks to Petr Kupka and Falko A. Ernst for the endless conversations
on the couch, or the train, or the bus or the phone about deconstructions
and reconstructions of organised crime, maﬁa and informal relationships.
Thanks to my father, Pantaleone Sergi, my mother, Teresa Papalia,
and my sister and her husband, Elida Sergi and Cleto Romantini, for
their patience, support and inspiration.
Thanks to my Calabria, for reminding me always that “We shall not cease
from exploration, and the end of all our exploring will be to arrive where we
started and know the place for the ﬁrst time” (T. S. Eliot, Four Quartets).

About this book

This book presents primary research conducted in Italy, US, Australia
and UK on countering strategies against Italian maﬁa and local organised crime groups. Through interviews and document interpretation,
the book wishes ﬁrst, to interpret the interaction between institutional
perceptions of these criminal threats and historical events that have
shaped these institutional perceptions. Second, the book combines
analysis of policies and criminal law provisions to identify policing
models against maﬁa and organised crime that are constructed in each
country within a comparative perspective.
After presenting the policing models against maﬁa and organised
crime in Italy, US, Australia and UK separately, the author pushes the
comparison further by identifying both conceptual and procedural convergences and divergences across the four models and within international frameworks. By looking at topics as varied as maﬁa mobility,
money laundering, drug networks and gang violence, this book wishes,
ultimately, to reconsider the conceptualisations of both maﬁa and organised crime under a socio-behavioural and cultural perspective.
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