Discovering Childhood in International Relations

J.  Marshall Beier
Editor

Discovering
Childhood
in International
Relations

Editor
J. Marshall Beier
Department of Political Science
McMaster University
Hamilton, ON, Canada

ISBN 978-3-030-46062-4
ISBN 978-3-030-46063-1 (eBook)
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-46063-1
© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s), under exclusive license to Springer
Nature Switzerland AG 2020
This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the
Publisher, whether the whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights
of translation, reprinting, reuse of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction
on microfilms or in any other physical way, and transmission or information storage and
retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar or dissimilar methodology
now known or hereafter developed.
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this
publication does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are
exempt from the relevant protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and
information in this book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication.
Neither the publisher nor the authors or the editors give a warranty, express or implied,
with respect to the material contained herein or for any errors or omissions that may have
been made. The publisher remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published
maps and institutional affiliations.
Cover illustration: © Alex Linch/shutterstock.com
This Palgrave Macmillan imprint is published by the registered company Springer Nature
Switzerland AG
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland

For the young people actively remaking our world

Acknowledgments

My deepest and sincerest gratitude is owed to each of the contributors
to this volume. Not only have they been wonderful to work with at all
stages of the project but they have taught me much and have given me
pause to reflect anew on matters of shared interest in ways exemplary of
the best of all we hope for in collegial relationships and from collaborative work. The contribution they collectively make herein offers exceptional insight, deeper and more engaging than I could have imagined at
the outset of our work together, into what thinking about children and
childhoods means for and about disciplinary International Relations. I
look forward to continuing the conversations they open here and to all
that we still have to learn from them.
In this and other work, I continue to gain much in the way of encouragement from members of the Department of Political Science at
McMaster University. In particular, I would like to thank the superbly
engaged undergraduate students who have made my fourth-year seminar, “Child/Youth Rights and Security in Global Political Perspective,”
among the most stimulating and thought-provoking (and, happily,
ongoing) experiences of my professional life. They and the many excellent graduate students with whom it is also my privilege to work are ever
pushing my thinking in new ways and inspiring deeper contemplation on
issues central to this volume. Likewise, my colleagues in the International
Relations field, Peter Nyers, Robert O’Brien, Tony Porter, Alina Sajed,
and Lana Wylie are fonts of intellectual energy and constant sources of
inspiration. Together with others in our Department, we all depend as
vii

viii

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

well on the administrative support provided by Manuela Dozzi, Rebekah
Flynn, and Wendy Ryckman, for which I am also always grateful.
At Palgrave, Anca Pusca and Katelyn Zingg were supportive of the
project from our earliest discussions and their enthusiasm did much to
underwrite confidence that the way the volume was framed would make
the most of its potential. In later stages, Rachel Moore guided the completed manuscript through the production process. I could not be more
appreciative for these efforts or for the time and talents of all the others
who work behind the scenes to see this and other projects through to
print. Many thanks are due as well for the valuable and supportive feedback from the reviewers for Palgrave that played an important part in
strengthening the volume and in urging its most interesting and original
contributions to the fore.
Finally, I extend my thanks to friends too numerous to list and, of
course, to my family. These are the relationships that sustain us and
which, therefore, are requisite to all that we do. My mother, Carole
Beier, my late father, Ron Beier, and my aunt, Myra Hurst have all been
present through the span of this project, discussed aspects of it with me
when I was still thinking them through, and forgave me for completing
the editing lakeside on a family vacation. As always, I am grateful to my
daughter, Kaelyn Beier, for her many contributions to my thinking along
the way and for continuing to teach by way of example on the indispensability of young people’s daily contributions to the social worlds we all
inhabit.
Hamilton, ON, Canada
January 2020

J. Marshall Beier

Contents

1

Introduction: Making Sense of Childhood
in International Relations		1
J. Marshall Beier

2

Decolonizing Childhood in International Relations		21
Katrina Lee-Koo

3

Depicting Childhood: A Critical Framework
for Engaging Images of Children in IR		41
Helen Berents

4

Children as Agents in International Relations?
Transnational Activism, International Norms,
and the Politics of Age		65
Anna Holzscheiter

5

Doing IR: Securing Children		89
Helen Brocklehurst

6

A Tale of a (Dis)Orderly International Society:
Protecting Child-Soldiers, Saving the Child,
Governing the Future		115
Jana Tabak
ix

x

CONTENTS

7

From Hitler’s Youth to the British Child
Soldier: How the Martial Regulation of Children
Normalizes and Legitimizes War		135
Victoria M. Basham

8

Toying with Militarization: Children and War
on the Homefront		155
Tara Woodyer and Sean Carter

9

Between Borders: Pop Cultural Heroes and Plural
Childhoods in IR		179
Siobhán McEvoy-Levy with Cole Byram,
Jaimarsin Lewis, Karaijus Perry, Trinity Perry,
Julio Trujillo, and Mikayla Whittemore

10

Revisiting ‘Womenandchildren’ in Peace
and Security: What About the Girls Caught
in Between?		199
Lesley Pruitt

11

Subjects in Peril: Childhoods Between Security
and Resilience		219
J. Marshall Beier

12

Centralizing Childhood, Remaking the Discourse		243
Alison M. S. Watson

Index		263

Notes

on

Contributors

Victoria M. Basham is Reader (Associate Professor) in International
Relations at Cardiff University, Wales. Her research interests lie in the
field of critical military studies at the intersections of feminist international relations, critical geopolitics, and international political sociology. Her research explores how war, and war preparedness, shape
people’s daily lives and how daily life can, in turn, influence and facilitate war and other geopolitical outcomes. She is particularly interested
in how experiences of gender, racialization, sexuality, age, and social
class intersect with the prioritization and perpetration of military power.
Victoria is Co-Editor-in-Chief of the journal Critical Military Studies
and Co-Editor of the Edinburgh University Press book series, Advances
in Critical Military Studies. Between 2017 and 2019 she served as the
President of the European International Studies Association.
J. Marshall Beier is Professor of Political Science at McMaster
University. His publications include Childhood and the Production
of Security, ed. (Routledge, 2017); The Militarization of Childhood:
Thinking Beyond the Global South, ed. (Palgrave Macmillan, 2011, 2014);
Canadian Foreign Policy in Critical Perspective, ed. with Lana Wylie
(Oxford University Press, 2010); Indigenous Diplomacies, ed. (Palgrave
Macmillan, 2009); International Relations in Uncommon Places:
Indigeneity, Cosmology, and the Limits of International Theory (Palgrave
Macmillan, 2005, 2009). He is Editor-in-Chief of the journal Critical
Studies on Security and his work has appeared in journals including
xi

xii

NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

Children’s Geographies, Contemporary Security Policy, Critical Military
Studies, Global Governance, Global Responsibility to Protect, International
Political Sociology, International Politics, International Studies Review,
Journal of Human Rights, Security Dialogue, and Third World Quarterly.
Helen Berents received her Ph.D. (International Relations) from the
University of Queensland, Australia in 2013. She is currently Senior
Lecturer in the School of Justice, Faculty of Law at the Queensland
University of Technology in Brisbane, Australia. Her research draws on
peace studies, feminist international relations, and critical security studies to consider representations of children and youth in crises and conflicts and engagements with lived experiences of violence-affected young
people. Her work has been published in journals including International
Feminist Journal of Politics, International Political Sociology, Critical
Studies on Security, and Signs. Her first book, Young People and Everyday
Peace: Exclusion, Insecurity and Peacebuilding in Colombia, was published by Routledge in 2018.
Helen Brocklehurst is a Senior Lecturer in Social Science at the
University of Derby. She holds a Ph.D. in International Relations from
Aberystwyth University and teaches in the areas of conflict, gender,
and global politics. She has published a number of articles and chapters exploring the relevance of children for studies of security and is still
working on a second book. Her ongoing interests include contributing
to the reframing of juvenile informational material on war, terrorism,
and politics, and related to this, exploring how the publishing industry
and digital media companies might mitigate risk and social harm in their
management of photographic images of (young) people in adversity.
Cole Byram graduated from Butler University, Indianapolis, USA in
2019 with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Science and Accounting
(double major). He was a member of the Desmond Tutu Peace Lab student think tank in 2018–2019. He began study at the Maurer School of
Law, Indiana University, Bloomington in the autumn of 2019.
Sean Carter is Associate Professor in Political Geography at the
University of Exeter. He has a particular interest in the ways in which
cultural and geopolitical practices are mutually constitutive, particularly
the interrelation between geopolitics and various forms of popular culture. This has been pursued through a number of research projects that

NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

xiii

examine how the geopolitical world is framed, visualized, and performed.
These have included studies of the geopolitics of diaspora communities, film and cinema, photojournalism, and most recently, play. Sean’s
recent research on ludic geopolitics, funded by the Economic and Social
Research Council, seeks to more fully understand the ways in which play
and geopolitics are intertwined, especially in the everyday lives of children, and the ways in which an attentiveness to “play” can reframe cultural and political geographies more generally.
Anna Holzscheiter is Professor of International Politics at TU Dresden
and Head of the Research Group‚ Governance for Global Health, at
WZB Social Science Center in Berlin. Prior to taking up her position
at TU Dresden, she was Assistant Professor of International Relations
at the Center for Transnational Relations, Foreign and Security Policy,
Freie Universitaet Berlin (2006–2015). She has held fellowship positions
at Harvard University (2014–2015), the London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine (2007–2010), and the European University Institute
(2004). In her research, she has been focusing on interorganizational
dynamics between governmental and nongovernmental organizations in
international politics and institutions as well as the emergence, consolidation, contestation, and collision of international norms, particularly in
the fields of (children’s) human rights and global health.
Katrina Lee-Koo is Associate Professor of International Relations and
Deputy Director of Monash Gender, Peace and Security at Monash
University. Katrina teaches and researches in the areas of critical security studies and feminist international relations. Her research examines
the protection and participation of civilians in conflict-affected areas and
during peace processes (focused upon women, youth, and children) as
well as the implementation of UN Security Council agendas on these
issues. Katrina is coauthor of Children and Global Conflict (Cambridge
University Press, 2015), with Kim Huynh and Bina D’Costa; Ethics
and Global Security (Routledge, 2014), with Anthony Burke and Matt
McDonald; and, editor of the forthcoming Young Women’s Leadership in
Asia and the Pacific (Routledge), with Lesley Pruitt. Katrina is an associate editor of the International Feminist Journal of Politics and is on
the editorial board for the Australian Journal of Politics and History, the
Australian Journal of Political Science, and Politics and Gender.

xiv

NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

Jaimarsin Lewis is a student at Shortridge High School in Indianapolis,
USA. He has worked as a youth researcher with the Desmond Tutu
Peace Lab and the Martin Luther King Community Center. In that
capacity, he contributed to a research paper on “The Barriers to the
Career and College Aspirations of Racial and Ethnic Minority Youth.”
Together with his coauthors, he presented the results of this paper at
Butler University’s Undergraduate Research Conference.
Siobhán McEvoy-Levy is Professor of Peace and Conflict Studies and
Political Science at Butler University in Indianapolis, USA and Director
of the Desmond Tutu Peace Lab, an innovative think tank for undergraduate students interested in peace and justice research, education,
and activism. Her research focuses on children and youth in international relations and critical studies of political violence, peace(building),
and memorialization. She is the author of numerous books, articles, and
book chapters on children and youth, including the results of in-depth
interviews and focus groups with young people in Northern Ireland and
Israel/Palestine. Her most recent book is Peace and Resistance in Youth
Cultures: Reading the Politics of Peacebuilding from Harry Potter to The
Hunger Games (Palgrave, 2018).
Karaijus Perry is a student at Shortridge High School in Indianapolis,
USA. He worked as a youth researcher with the Desmond Tutu Peace
Lab and the Martin Luther King Community Center in 2018–2019. In
that capacity, he contributed to a research paper on “The Barriers to the
Career and College Aspirations of Racial and Ethnic Minority Youth.”
Together with his coauthors, he presented the results of this paper at
Butler University’s Undergraduate Research Conference.
Trinity Perry completed her HSE (high school equivalency) diploma in
2019 and is based at the Martin Luther King Center in Indianapolis. She
worked as a youth researcher with the Desmond Tutu Peace Lab and the
Martin Luther King Community Center in 2018–2019. In that capacity, she contributed to a research paper on “The Barriers to the Career
and College Aspirations of Racial and Ethnic Minority Youth.” Together
with her coauthors, she presented the results of this paper at Butler
University’s Undergraduate Research Conference.
Lesley Pruitt is Senior Lecturer in Development Studies in the
School of Social and Political Sciences at the University of Melbourne.
Lesley’s research focuses on recognizing and supporting young people’s

NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

xv

participation in politics and peacebuilding and advancing gender equity
in efforts aimed at pursuing peace and security. Lesley’s books include
Youth Peacebuilding: Music, Gender & Change (State University of New
York Press, 2013); The Women in Blue Helmets: Gender, Policing & the
UN’s First All-Female Peacekeeping Unit (University of California Press,
2016); Young People, Citizenship and Political Participation: Combatting
Civic Deficit? (Rowman & Littlefield, 2017), with Mark Chou, Jean Paul
Gagnon, and Catherine Hartung; and, Dancing Through the Dissonance:
Creative Movement & Peacebuilding (Manchester University Press,
2020), with Erica Rose Jeffrey.
Jana Tabak is Assistant Professor in the Department of International
Relations at the State University of Rio de Janeiro. Her publications
include: a forthcoming co-edited special issue of Childhood: Journal of
Global Child Research; a forthcoming book entitled, The Child and the
World: Child-Soldiers and the Claim for Progress (University of Georgia
Press); Organizações Internacionais: História e Práticas, 2nd edition, ed.
with Monica Herz and Andrea Ribeiro Hoffmann (Elsevier, 2015); and,
Modernity at Risk: Complex Emergencies, Humanitarianism, Sovereignty,
with Carlos Frederico Pereira da Gama (Lambert Academic, 2012). She
is the author of articles in the journals Contexto Internacional, Cultures
et Conflits, Global Responsibility to Protect, and The Hague Journal of
Diplomacy. She has taught in the areas of international organizations,
peace and conflict studies, and children and war.
Julio Trujillo graduated from Butler University, Indianapolis,
USA in 2019 with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Science and
Criminology. He served as the Neighborhood Youth Liaison for the
Desmond Tutu Peace Lab in 2018–2019. He led a youth research team
to conduct interviews with young people in the community about the
barriers to the career and college aspirations of racial and ethnic minority youth. He has also worked as a community organizer with the
Martin Luther King Center in Indianapolis. He has received awards for
servant-leadership and social justice advocacy and is a member of the
Alpha Kappa Delta Honor and Pi Sigma Alpha Honor Societies.
Alison M. S. Watson is Professor of International Relations at the
University of St Andrews and Managing Director and Co-Founder of
the Third Generation Project, a think tank focusing upon the human
rights implications of climate change. Her work has largely focused upon

xvi

NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

examining the human rights of marginalized communities, with a longterm specialization in considering the place of children in the international community and the politics of childhood. More recently, she has
been co-developing, with Bennett Collins, a research approach that is
collaborative and “community”-led, as well as a teaching approach that
aims to provide students with practice-based as well as theoretical skills.
Her most recent article examines the meaning of ‘home’ and its importance as a site of political agency.
Mikayla Whittemore is a sophomore student in the College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences at Butler University, majoring in Political Science,
International Studies, with minors in Peace Studies and Spanish. She
interned with the Desmond Tutu Peace Lab in 2018–2019 focusing on
mass incarceration and food justice. She is studying abroad at Valparaiso
University in Chile in the autumn of 2019.
Tara Woodyer is Senior Lecturer in Human Geography at the
University of Portsmouth, UK. Her research examines how childhood
is entangled in the (re)production of wider sociocultural processes. She
has a particular interest in ludic—or playful—geographies, advancing
theorizations of play and childhood agency through attention to embodiment and affect. Tara’s recent research on ludic geopolitics, funded by
the Economic and Social Research Council, has explored play as a critical lens for addressing conflict and militarization. This has focused on
using ethnographic, child-centered techniques to examine how children
express and enact contemporary geopolitics through everyday domestic practices of play. This work interrogates militarization beyond areas
of actual armed conflict and highlights childhood political subjectivity
through consideration of embodiment.

