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Preface

This book aims to provide a full account in English of the life of Jean
Moulin, republican prefect and martyr of the French resistance. I have
been convinced of the need for such a work by the great interest, in the
English-speaking world, in the French resistance, and the enormous 
literature in France which is little known beyond its borders. No in-
dividual life is easily summarised, and there are special difficulties in
constructing the biography of someone who has assumed the status of
a secular saint. This was a life and death that has provoked myth-making
and controversy, but there is also a necessary story to tell. I have
attempted to explain Moulin’s background and motivation, and to set
out his activities before and during the resistance as clearly and coher-
ently as possible. I am less interested in Moulin’s private life than in his
public and resistance activities, which I have tried to place in their ide-
ological and political context. This has made it necessary to devote some
attention to the history of his reputation, and at times to refer to the
more outlandish of the theories about his political attitudes, even where
serious scholars have refuted them. I have sketched the pre-history and
origins of the resistance, and have generally looked at the ‘high 
politics’ of the resistance in which Moulin was involved, rather than to
the day-to-day actions of thousands of militants.

I have tried to produce a comprehensive account incorporating the
main secondary sources, which have rarely been summarised in this
way, even in French. I am grateful to the British Library for providing
most of these, and to the Bodleian Library in Oxford and the library of
the Institut Français in London for providing more, as well as for the
useful reference and periodical materials in the Institute of Historical
Research. There are many printed sources and numerous secondary
works, including several biographies, some hagiographic, others highly
tendentious, on which it is possible to base a straightforward narrative.
In addition to these publications, I have also made use of primary
sources of various kinds.

It may seem surprising that a study of resistance can be based on
public archives, but I have found much of value in a number of major
collections. This has included documents from Moulin’s life collected
by his sister and deposited in the Bibliothèque Nationale de France as
the Fonds Laure Moulin. I have also studied materials in the Archives
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Nationales, especially the archives of BCRA, and the AJ 72 series col-
lected initially by the body now known as the Institut d’Histoire du
Temps Présent. I have also benefited from the helpful librarians of the
Institut, as well as from those at the Centre d’Histoire de la Résistance
et de la Déportation in Lyons, at the Centre National de Jean Moulin
in Bordeaux and at the Memorial Museum in Caen. I am grateful for
the help I received from all these institutions, and also at the Public
Record Office in London. It is here that I feel I have been able to add
something to the numerous French works by studying records little used
before for this purpose. Only Jean-Louis Crémieux-Brilhac in his excel-
lent study of La France Libre was able to utilise what was then available.
I have been able to add to this from the HS series of SOE files, some
released as recently as 1999, which tell something of Moulin, the British
and the Free French. I am most grateful to Duncan Stuart, the SOE 
historical adviser at the Foreign Office, for providing me with the bulk
of the SOE Personal File on Jean Moulin, and for helping me to locate
relevant files in the Public Record Office. There are some private papers,
as well as sources on the various positions held by Moulin throughout
France, which I did not feel needed additional study. This is because
Daniel Cordier extensively reproduces them in his mammoth, though
still uncompleted, multi-volume biography, which presents printed ver-
sions of every document of any significance up to the end of 1941, and
many subsequently, often still in private hands.

In this work I have obtained very limited subvention from any of 
the academic institutions for which I worked while doing it. I have,
however, received help and support from academic colleagues and
friends. Professor Rod Kedward was most encouraging about the project,
and turned me in the right direction. Dr Martin Thomas gave me the
benefit of his knowledge of some important issues, and I also profited
from discussion with Professor Douglas Johnson and Dr Hanna
Diamond. I received helpful comments when I read a paper on Moulin
to the Society for the Study of French History at the University of York
in April 1998, especially from Dr Maire Cross of the University of
Sheffield. I was also grateful for the hospitality of the Sherborne branch
of the Historical Association in October 1998 when I presented another
paper.

I was particularly fortunate to meet all the leading historians and 
witnesses at the Colloque Jean Moulin held in the Salle Lamartine of 
the French National Assembly in June 1999. I am most grateful to the
redoubtable Daniel Cordier for answering my questions. His personal
knowledge and careful study of everything to do with Jean Moulin is
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even more impressive in person than in the pages of his encyclopaedic
publications. I was also encouraged by Jean-Pierre Azéma, now the
leading French authority on the wartime period, and honoured to meet
Madame Brossolette who spoke to me most forcibly about her father.
Madame Denise Vernay of the Association Nationale des Anciennes
Déportées et Internées de la Résistance also recalled for me much of
interest. It was moving to hear members of Moulin’s family recall a
smiling uncle and cousin, and to listen to Robert Chambeiron and
Stéphane Hessel, who still carry with them the echoes of many past
battles. It was valuable to hear from a new generation of resistance his-
torians, notably Alya Aglan, Guillaume Piketty and Robert Belot, and I
am especially grateful to Sabine Jansen who most helpfully discussed
with me her ongoing work on Pierre Cot.

I would also like to thank Jean-Marie Guillon of the Université de
Provence for putting me right on some bibliographical issues and for
telling me of another Colloque held in Béziers in October 1999. The
papers were subsequently published in 2000 jointly by the Ville de
Béziers and the Presses Universitaires de Perpignan as Jean Moulin et Son
Temps (1899–1943), edited by Jean Sagnes. I am also grateful to Chris-
tine Levisse-Touzé, Director of the Jean Moulin Museum in Paris for
telling me something of Moulin’s family papers, to which few people
have had access. Valery Rose has also been most helpful in seeing this
book through production.

Many others, especially personal friends, have participated in this
enterprise over the years. Carol Clinton came with me to many of the
Moulin lieux de memoires in Saint-Andiol and elsewhere in the French
Midi. B. B. Walker was most helpful during visits to Paris, and com-
mented on much of the text. Peter Catto kept me up to date with the
literature, and Gillian Brear tracked down an illusive reference. Others
have been burdened with the task of reading or commenting on numer-
ous drafts, and helping in other ways. They include Jon Amsden, Alison
Appleby, Angela Cornforth, Tom Hawkins, Peter Murray, Sheila Trem-
lett and Pete Willsman. I am grateful to them all, and though I have
accepted the advice of every one, I remain entirely responsible for all
remaining errors and interpretations.

Islington, London Alan Clinton
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A Note Added in Proof

While this book was in the press, the papers of the 1999 Colloque have
been published by Flammarion in 2000 as Jean Moulin face l’Histoire,
edited by Jean Pierre Azéma. There has also appeared in 2001 an excel-
lent general account based on all the recent literature of the resistance,
including its ‘high politics’, by Julian Jackson in France: The Dark Years,
1940–44 (Oxford University Press).
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Note on pseudonyms and noms de guerre

I have generally used real names, whatever the resistance or cover names
in the sources. Thus I have written Jean Moulin, rather than Joseph
Mercier or Max, even where the record gives something else. Similarly,
I have given Frenay rather than Chavence, Delestraint rather than Vidal
and so forth. I have made an exception in cases where the given names
are generally forgotten, such as for Passy and Lucie and Raymond
Aubrac.
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