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Preface

The first beginning of this book was the triple disaster: the earthquake,
tsunami and nuclear power plant accident that hit Japan on 11 March
2011, causing some 20,000 deaths and transforming the lives of hundreds
of thousands of people. We, the authors of this book, were also affected by
the events, both personally and professionally, and were keen to study the
ways in which Fukushima affected the collective consciousness both in
Japan and elsewhere.
The second beginning was a research funding call jointly announced by
the Academy of Finland and the Japan Society for the Promotion of
Science (JSPS) in autumn 2013. We saw a chance to work together in tracing the media attention on the Fukushima disaster some years after it happened. We received funding for two years (2014–2016) and set out on an
exciting and complicated research journey of methodological experimentation and intercultural communication between the Research Centre for
Journalism, Media and Communication (COMET) at the Tampere
University, and the Journalism School, Graduate School of Political
Science at Waseda University.
The third beginning was our desire to undertake methodological
experimentation with a view to achieving a deeper understanding of disruptive media events and the hybrid media environment. Now that we
have the book in hand, we can say that our research was an excellent show
of cooperation, but it was not always easy and straightforward. Apart from
the constraints of time and geographic distance, we have sought to tackle
issues of interdisciplinary research and different methodological premises.
Qualitative and interpretative approaches and computational social
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sciences working with large datasets have different starting points and
research settings. Our desire to figure out the workings of the hybrid
media environment helped in driving us forward as we exchanged views
and tested different approaches.
Finally, the fourth beginning that pushed us to compile our findings
into this book was the scarcity of English-language research on Japanese
media. This might seem a curious statement to make given the global
boom of Japanese media and popular culture both in the market and in
academia. It is true that manga, anime and other elements of Japanese
popular culture have gained growing global attention since the early
2000s. However, research on Japanese journalism and public discussions
and the Japanese media environment remains scarce outside the country.
We also felt that there was room for a study on the Fukushima disaster
particularly from a media perspective. What we have tried to do is look at
Fukushima and Japan through the media both from the inside and from
the outside. The reader, of course, will be the final judge of how well we
have done.
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