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To those working towards a thriving future, and to our kids and grandkids,
and their place within the wonder and awe of our amazing planet.

Foreword

We have entered the so-called urban age—a time when human prospect
depends as never before on the sustainability of cities and larger human
settlements. The concept of the Anthropocene, widely debated in the sciences, reminds us that the future of non-human existence—indeed, planetary well-being—will be decided by our increasingly urban species. Aside
from rapid urbanisation, a set of great and inevitable transitions is underway—in climate systems, human settlement and movement, the integrity
of the biota, and political organisation and expression, to name a few.
Epochal change is inevitable and in motion. The challenge is to prevent
the destructive, limiting changes from gaining the upper hand and to give
precedence and strength to those forces and aspirations that seek to turn
the crisis around and drive us towards a new age of natural—human and
non-human—flourishing.
In this context, my colleagues Dominique Hes and Judy Bush have
produced a valuable, insightful, and timely collection of essays based on
their discussions at the recent (July 2017) Ecocity World Summit, which
was hosted in Melbourne, a city that choruses globally about its liveability.
Who can argue with the notion of liveability, a notion that speaks directly
to the fundamental, everyday experience of human life? And yes, as necessary and obvious as the term is, it is also clearly an inadequate expression
of what we must strive for in an urban age imperilled by ecological risk and
social stress. Questions of social justice (liveability for who?), ecological
integrity, and the future well-being (resilience) come to the fore when we
commit to a more critical, searching mindset.
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This critical, searching outlook informs the essays in this volume that
capture the conversations and wisdom manifest in the Ecocity World
Summit sessions. What makes these contributions especially exciting and
constructive is that they reach beyond critique to consider prospects and
pathways to the flourishing future that surely beckons, even in the teeth of
epochal crisis. The eight authors in this volume, essay the many transitions
that will need to be made at a variety of scales, from local to global, in
quest for a healed and renewed world. In sympathy with the Summit and
their own values, the accent is on the positive and the possible, not simply
the fearsome testimony of risk and stress that our cities too often now
betray. Note the language they use—thriving, renewing, innovation, creativity, participation, enabling—which expresses what we must hold to,
the excitement and possibility that always emerges when one order is giving way to another.
Three cheers for the Thrive Hub at the University of Melbourne and its
growing circle of partners, friends and readers. Enabling Eco-cities is
another important and impressive milestone in the journey of this research
community which, as this volume attests, dedicates itself to ‘To those
working towards a thriving future; and to our kids and grandkids, and
their place within the wonder and awe of our amazing planet’.
Director, Melbourne Sustainable Society Institute,
Melbourne, VIC, Australia
Co-chair Ecocity World Summit 2017

Brendan Gleeson

Preface

In 2017, the Ecocity summit series came to Melbourne, Australia. This
global event, the latest in an impressive lineage of conferences held every
two years since 1990, aimed to explore pathways to more sustainable,
resilient, and equitable cities. Its six major themes, climate and energy
transformations, food and water security, smart cities for people, healthy
and caring cities, culturally vibrant cities, and governance, infrastructure
and finance, defined the context in which questions of understanding,
imagining and creating ecocities were posed.
The Ecocity summit provided the opportunity and impetus for organising a conference session that brought together the research of a diverse
group of people, all past or present PhD students of mine, all researching
the transitions towards more resilient, adaptive and sustainable cities. Our
group includes a planner, an ecologist, an architect and a theatre designer,
linked together through the work of the Thrive Research Hub of the
Faculty of Architecture, Building and Planning of the University of
Melbourne. Our research seeks to understand how cities can be thriving
parts of a resilient future.
Our conference session asked, ‘What is an ecocity? Is it the solution for
the future and how can it be implemented?’ Based on our research, we
addressed these questions through the lenses of regenerative development
and sustainability transitions. To contextualise this work Lars Coenen
joined me to write on regenerative development, transitions and smart
specialisation to operationalise it in the city. Tanja Beer and collaborators
described ways to engage, connect, celebrate and innovate; Judy Bush
used green space policy approaches to discuss policy success factors and
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narratives; Andréanne Doyon focused on understanding niches and how
they support innovation and transition, and Angelica Rojas-Gracia presented case studies from three continents to show how design processes
can achieve benefit and positive contribution.
Motivated by the active and enthusiastic response to our conference
session, this book was created to disseminate our research and the practical
tools and guidance to a wider audience. I hope that this book contributes
towards practical efforts to create a thriving future in which our roles in
environmental custodianship of the biosphere are underpinned by creativity, innovation, enthusiasm, a willingness to experiment and a sense of
connection to people, place and culture at both local and global scales.
Parkville, VIC, Australia
September 2017

Dominique Hes
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