III. HUMAN NATURE AND SOCIETY IN HEGEL
INTRODUCTION

The world has meaning. It signifies something. Hegel's philosophy is the
systematisation of this affirmation: an affirmation that is itself necessitated by
the world being significant. Thus (and here is the aptness of the circularity that
Hegel frequently and persistently designates as the proper characteristic of his
philosophy) the affirmation is at once the premise from which the world's
significance stems and the product of the world having significance.
Hegel is certainly one of the most self-consciously systematic of all
philosophers. The corollary of this is that in studying his philosophy, whilst a
start can be made at any point, the comprehension of this point entails the comprehension of the system that gives it meaning. Hence, although our concerns
with Hegel are, as they were with Hume, limited, it does mean that explication of
this concern will involve and invoke putatively 'wider' issues.
The nub of our concern is this: Hegel sees man as socially (historically) defined
and he regards any discussion of man outside society as meaningless; yet the
meaning of man's socio-historical nature is to be found in the universality that
constitutes the significance of the world. Man is thus concrete and culturally
specific or contextual. However, the relativism seemingly implied thereby is
rendered inappropriate by seeing both man and the cultures in which he is found
as the bearers of the world's meaning.
Our point of entry into the circle is Hegel's understanding of human nature
and our perspective the connexions drawn in his thought between this understanding and his interpretation of society and history. As such the treatment formally
mirrors that given to Hume in Part II and we shall on occasion indulge in a comparative analysis of certain specific issues dealt with by both thinkers. We shall
first examine Hegel's conceptualisation of human nature (Chapter 8). The relationship therein theoretically implied between human nature and society will then
be analysed in terms of the major categories (the Volk and the State) that can be
seen to effectuate this relationship (Chapter 9). The fact that full comprehension
of this relationship requires a universal or absolute perspective within an explanation of social diversity is next elucidated in the context of Hegel's
philosophy of history (Chapter 10) before finally the bearing of the meaning of
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this perspective on the individual in interaction with his fellows and environment
is examined (Chapter 11).
As with the exposition of Hume, the argument, in this Part also, will require the
introduction of certain themes at one place in the argument and their postponement until a more appropriate juncture where they can be discussed in full.
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The following abbreviations are inserted in parentheses in the text throughout this Part.
WL
WG
WJ
Ph
PhK
EL
EN
EG
SL
PR
PHS
PGN
VG
PW
TW
TJ
GA
GR
JPG
PRel
GP
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