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Je commence a entrevoi r ce que j' appe 11 erai s 1e "sujet
profond" de mon livre. C'est, ce sera sans doute la rivalit~
du monde r~el et de la repr~sentation que nous nous en fai~
sons. La maniere dont le monde des apparences s'impose a nous
et dont nous tentons d'imposer au monde ext~rieur notre interpr~tation particuliere, fait le drame de notre vie. La r~
sistance des faits nous invite a transporter notre construction id~ale dans le reve, 1 'esp~rance, la vie future, en laque 11 e notre croyance s' a1imente de tous nos d~boi res dans
celle-ci. Les r~alistes partent des faits, accommodent aux
faits leurs id~es. Bernard est un r~aliste. Je crains de ne
pouvoir m'entendre avec lui.

Andr~

Gide, Les Faux-Monnayeurs [1926J

PREFACE

This is a book about dreaming and knowing, and about thinking
that one can ascertain the difference. It is a book about the
Bernards of the world who would have us believe that there is
a humanly uncreated world existing en Boi that freely discloses its forever fixed ontology, even though they too must
accept that - many of the worlds we make as we try to understand ourselves are counterfeit. It is a book about the real
estate of the human mind. The book is about Leibniz and Kant,
and about methods of science. It is also about what is now
called pseudo-science. It tries to show how Kant struggled to
mark the limits of the humanly knowable, and how thi s struggle involved him in trying to answer questions of importance
then and now. Some are philosophers' questions: the epistemological status of mathematics, the role of space and time in
knowing, the nature of the conceptual constraints on our efforts to hypothesize the possible. Some are questions of perennial human interest: Can spirits exist? How is the soul related to the body? How can we legitimately talk about God, if
at all? Finally, Kant teaches that these are all questions
bearing on our entitlements in claiming to know.
Leibniz fashioned a way of talking about nature and supernature that I call the Double Government Methodology. He
thought that we can talk meaningfully about the machines of
the earth and also about the reason and the will of God, and
that these two ways of talking are complementary and mutually
justified. Kant agreed that the methodology entailed by this
double emphasis was the way of wisdom, but for many reasons
he could not follow the lead of Leibniz in erecting a metaphysical system to account for this wise way. Kant was concerned as a philosopher about a phenomenon referred to as the
SahwQrmerei, an unnatural enthusiasm that corrupted religion
and ethics, and promoted spiritualist and other fantasies. He
thought of this fanaticism as being much like mental illness
in its forms of operation. As a professional philosopher he
was concerned about rational school metaphysical systems that
pretended to be able to tell us about the universe and God by
reasoned argument rather than by appeal to facts. Kant's
crit i ca 1 phil osophy is presented in thi s book as a response
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to both fanaticism and metaphysics, to both Sweden borg the
spirit~alist and Leibniz the rationalist.
The book investigates prominent themes of this critical
phi losophy in order to estab 1i sh the background for Kant's
phil osophy of sci ence. Un 1i ke other recent treatments of
Kant's philosophy of science, the book looks closely at the
medico-philosophical interests of Kant, interests that took
expression in his lifelong preoccupation with the mind/body
problem, his two attempts to classify mental illnesses, his
conversion of classical rational psychology into psychopathology. There is discussion of a number of Kant's lesser known
works, and neglected works in the Kant literature, including
notes on his lectures. [In all of this I am dealing with some
aspects of what the brothers Bohme (1983) refer to as das
Andel'e del' Vel'nunft, a realm of natural inclinations, desires, feelings, dreams, apparitions, fantasies. Unfortunately I learned of their fascinating book too late to make use
of it in my own work.] These investigations set the stage for
discussion of Kant's more technical philosophy, what I call
his constructive idealism. The treatment of this idealism
merges with my i nterpretati on of Kant's phil osophy of science, and 1eads on to a di scuss i on of methodology in Kant,
especially in the context of his views on teleology. The importance of teleology has not been emphasized enough in recent technical discussions of his philosophy of science.
My work on Kant has been helped in countless ways by continuing encouragement from many colleagues and from those of
my students who have forced me to come to a better understanding of Kant. Paul Schrecker's extensive and deep knowledge of both Kant and Leibniz set me on my way. Howard Duncan
read the book as it emerged from the word processor; he has
prevented many mi stakes, and has gi ven me the cons i derab 1e
benefit of his aNn great knowledge of Kant. Andrew Lugg also
read many parts of the book in early stages of preparation,
and made valuable suggestions. Thomas Lennon, Magus of historical studies in philosophy in my department, set me
straight on many points. I have benefitted from William Harper's enthusiastic interest in Kant. If the language of the
book is technically apt, it is because Peggy Dragisic made it
come out so. Lapses in style and imperfections in clarity of
expression are not her fault, but mine. She also prepared the
excellent index. Rob Hill, of Olivetti Canada, introduced me
to the wonders of word processing. If there is anything of
hope and grace in the book, if there are indications of some-
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thing worthwhile stemming from its conditions of orlgln, all
this is traceable to Mary's patience and to her love.
It is impossible for me to express in simple words my appreciation for the many contributions of meineY' Konstanzep
Kollegen: Klaus Mainzer, Hubert Schleichert, Peter Schroeder-Heister, Fritz Kambartel, Rolf Zimmermann, Gereon Wolters
and JUrgen Mittel strass. I met with most of the members of
this group once a week during a delightful term as Gastppofessup in Universitiit Konstanz in the Spring and Summer of
1983. We discussed together the penultimate draft of the
book. My good fri end JUrgen Mittel strass has had input of
various kinds into many parts of the book. His support and
cooperation over the years have made me understand how much
one depends upon philosophical colleagues. This is a sentiment that applies with equal aptness to Gereon Wolters, whose
tireless efforts on behalf of this work made for better and
more accurate translations, disclosed literature unknown to
me, and smoothed the work on the final draft in many ways. I
am especially grateful to both Mittelstrass and Wolters for
directing my attention to the career of Johann Jakob Feinhals
(1702-1769). It is too soon to assess how well his subtle use
of the apgumentum in distans and hi s botani ca 1 work accord
with other elements of the AufklaY'Ung. [See Enzyklopadie Philosophie und Wissenschaftstheorie, I for appropriate references.]
I acknowledge with thanks the following permissions to
quote extensi ve ly from previ ous ly pub 1i shed and copyri ghted
material: Monadology and other Philosophical Essays of G. W.
von Leibniz, translated by Paul and Anne Schrecker, copyright
(c) 1965 by the Bobbs-Merrill Company, Inc. For revisions of
my essay 'Kant's schemata as semantical rules', Kant Studies
Today, ed. Lewis White Beck, Open Court Publishing Company,
LaSalle, Illinois; copyright (c) 1969 by The Edward C. Hegeler Foundation. For revisions of my essay 'Leibniz' Monads: a
heritage of gnosticism and a source of rational science',
Canadian Journal of Philosophy X, 1 (1980). American Psychiatric Association, Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, third edition. Washington, D. C., APA (1980).
Professor James Ellington, for use of his translation, Kant's
Metaphysical Foundations of Natural Science, (1970). Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill. Kant, Selected Pre-critical Writings,
trans. Kerferd & Walford: (c) 1968, Manchester University
Press. Kant's Critique of Judgement, trans. James Meredith
(1952). Oxford: Oxford University Press. Kant's Critique of
Pure Reason, trans. Norman Kemp Smith (1950): London & Bas-
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ingstoke: Macmillan (world rights excluding U. S. A.) & New
York: St. Martin's Press Inc. (U. S. A. rights); copyright,
(c), Macmillan &Co., Ltd. 1929. University of Chicago Press
(Chicago) for quotations from the following: L. W. Beck, A
Commentary on Kant's Critique of Practical Reason (1960); M.
Eliade, Occultism, Witchcraft and Cultural Fashions (;376);
A. Zweig, trans., Kant, Philosophical Correspondence (1967).
Lewis White Beck, for use of his translation, Immanuel Kant:
Critique of Practical Reason and other Writings in Moral Philosophy; Chicago: University of Chicago Press 1949 (reprinted, Garland Publishing Co. 1976).
Robert E. Butts
London/Canada
New Year's Day 1984
TO THE PAPERBACK EDITION
The publication of this edition has given me an opportunity to correct typographical errors in the original edition,
and to make small changes in both style and substance. I am
indebted to Lewi s White Beck and Wi 11 i am Shea for calli ng
relevant but -unci ted Kantian texts to my attention (see Supplement to Bibliography. page 326). My colleague William
Demopou 1os offered an important correcti.on (the reference to
the theorem of Banach and Tarski on page 27). Paul Forster
noted some mistakes in composition. I realized while writing
the book that my interpretation of Kant's form of rejection
of Leibniz would have been greatly strengthened by discussion
of the exchange between Kant and Eberhard. So to proceed
would have added another chapter to a book already too long.
The relevant documents are translated by, and splendidly commented upon, by Henry E. All i son: The Kant-Eberhard Controversy. Baltimore &London: The Johns Hopkins University Press
(1973). If I had written the chapter, I would have argued
that the position Kant took in the controversy only renders
my interpretation of his departure from Leibniz more compel1i ng. I now thi nk thi s book wi 11 never be fi ni shed. I hope
that this is one mark of a worthy book.
London/Canada
1 August 1986

