World Class Initiatives and Practices
in Early Education

EDUCATING THE YOUNG CHILD
VOLUME 9

Series Editors:
Mary Renck Jalongo, Indiana University of Pennsylvania
Joan Packer Isenberg, Emeritus, George Mason University
Kin Wai Michael Siu, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

Editorial Board:
Dr. Wanda Boyer, University of Victoria, Victoria, BC, Canada
Dr. Christopher P. Brown, University of Texas at Austin, TX, USA
Dr. Natalie K. Conrad Barnyak, University of Pittsburgh, Johnstown, PA, USA
Dr. Marjory Ebbeck, University of South Australia, Magill, Australia
Dr. Amos Hatch, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN, USA
Dr. Huey-Ling Lin, Alabama State University, Montgomery, AL, USA
Dr. Jyotsna Pattnaik, University of California at Long Beach, Huntington Beach, CA, USA
Dr. Louise Boyle Swiniarski, Salem State University, Salem, MA, USA
Dr. Kevin J. Swick, University of South California, Columbia, SC, USA
Dr. Sue Wortham, Emeritus, University of Texas, Wimberley, TX, USA

This academic and scholarly book series will focus on the education and development of young children
from infancy through eight years of age. The series will provide a synthesis of current theory and research
on trends, issues, controversies, and challenges in the early childhood field and examine implications for
practice. One hallmark of the series will be comprehensive reviews of research on a variety of topics with
particular relevance for early childhood educators worldwide. The mission of the series is to enrich and
enlarge early childhood educators’ knowledge, enhance their professional development, and reassert the
importance of early childhood education to the international community. The audience for the series
includes college students, teachers of young children, college and university faculty, and professionals
from fields other than education who are unified by their commitment to the care and education of young
children. In many ways, the proposed series is an outgrowth of the success of Early Childhood Education
Journal which has grown from a quarterly magazine to a respected and international professional journal
that is published six times a year.

For further volumes:
http://www.springer.com/series/7205

Louise Boyle Swiniarski
Editor

World Class Initiatives
and Practices in Early
Education
Moving Forward in a Global Age

Editor
Louise Boyle Swiniarski
School of Education
Salem State University
Salem, MA, USA

ISBN 978-94-007-7852-8
ISBN 978-94-007-7853-5 (eBook)
DOI 10.1007/978-94-007-7853-5
Springer Dordrecht Heidelberg New York London
Library of Congress Control Number: 2013956522
© Springer Science+Business Media Dordrecht 2014
This work is subject to copyright. All rights are reserved by the Publisher, whether the whole or part of
the material is concerned, specifically the rights of translation, reprinting, reuse of illustrations, recitation,
broadcasting, reproduction on microfilms or in any other physical way, and transmission or information
storage and retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar or dissimilar methodology
now known or hereafter developed. Exempted from this legal reservation are brief excerpts in connection
with reviews or scholarly analysis or material supplied specifically for the purpose of being entered and
executed on a computer system, for exclusive use by the purchaser of the work. Duplication of this
publication or parts thereof is permitted only under the provisions of the Copyright Law of the Publisher’s
location, in its current version, and permission for use must always be obtained from Springer.
Permissions for use may be obtained through RightsLink at the Copyright Clearance Center. Violations
are liable to prosecution under the respective Copyright Law.
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this publication
does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are exempt from the relevant
protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
While the advice and information in this book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of
publication, neither the authors nor the editors nor the publisher can accept any legal responsibility for
any errors or omissions that may be made. The publisher makes no warranty, express or implied, with
respect to the material contained herein.
Printed on acid-free paper
Springer is part of Springer Science+Business Media (www.springer.com)

Foreword

The landscape for early years and primary education has undergone a vast amount
of change since Margaret McMillan, the founder of nursery school education, exasperated by the British state education practices of the early twentieth century,
opined:
The state compels the children to work [in school]. It makes the demand for sustenance
urgent, intolerable. But it does not compel parents to feed their children. Hence it is certain
to some of these hungry little ones, free education is less of a boon than an outrage.
Mansbridge (1932, pp. 41–42)

But what would McMillan find if she returned to early twenty-first century early
years education? Certainly, she would be unlikely to walk into a classroom full of
sleepy, infested, hungry children! However, she would find state education systems
that are still immersed within cultures that are geared more to the perceived needs
of government and state than to those of the developing child. When nations’ education systems are compared, the focus on conditioning citizens to fit into a particular
conception of society rather than providing a flexible learning environment for
developing human beings is a particularly prevalent characteristic of the education
systems within nations; this will become increasingly clear to the reader who reads
through the chapters in this book.
The “global village” of the twenty-first century has created a situation that would
be beyond McMillan’s frame of reference, but which is becoming increasingly prevalent within early years settings worldwide as exemplified by the need to address
multicultural aspects of education and care. Such exemplars are discussed in Part II
of the book, Curriculum Initiatives for Early Childhood Programs in a Global Age,
by Michelle Pierce in her chapter on dual language education in Chile, on gender
education in science classrooms for primary children in Wales by Cleiti Cervoni, on
early language development in Britain by Avril Brock, and early education innovative approaches in China by Yaoying Xu and Bin Liu. Within some nations, early
years education may initially have to defend its very existence in a debate which
encompasses “the polarizing positions for and against preschool education,”
explored by Louise Swiniarski in the very first chapter of this book and discussed in
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different frames throughout the chapters which follow Part I, The Evolution of
Universal Preschool Education in a Global Age. But it is only when the case for
early years education is finally accepted by national governments that the more
intricate battle may subsequently emerge. This endeavor is clearly articulated by Pat
Broadhead in her account of quite heated discussions between early years educators
and politicians in England alongside Mary-Lou Breitborde’s examination of new
partnerships for early education as developed in the Readiness Centers of
Massachusetts in Part III, Beyond the Walls of the School and Center.
The machine of governance, particularly in periods of austerity, is prone to operate on the basis that its tax money should be paying teachers and other early years
practitioners to be “doing something,” most particularly something that can be
clearly demonstrated to immediately benefit the state. The chapters in this book
highlight differences between nations rooted in the extent to which policy makers
have listened to early years researchers, theorists, and educators and the emergent
results. For example, a vast difference can be viewed between the Reggio Emilia
program in Northern Italy, developed in the aftermath of World War II on a platform
of education for freedom and democracy, and the English Early Years Foundation
Stage, which emerged from a narrow set of government-sponsored initiatives undertaken since 1997 as noted in Chap. 1. This book therefore emerges onto the world
stage at a highly opportune moment, to provide some “food for thought” to all cultures and nations.
In conclusion, although more than a century has passed since Margaret McMillan
blazed her reforming trail through nursery education, twenty-first-century early
educators could very easily update her plea to policy makers to provide an education
based on what educators know about human development. Children are born not
only willing to learn but programmed to actively seek out learning opportunities.
The role of adults in this, as consciousness of “self” and meta-cognition begin to
flower in young children, is to support children in their joyful explorations, giving
their thoughts and imagination wings to fly, rather than firmly tying them to the
economic and political agenda of the government of the day. This book contains so
many useful ideas for readers from all nations engaged in this endeavor. As such, I
am delighted to have this opportunity to heartily recommend it to the reader.
Bradford College
Bradford, UK

Pamela Jarvis
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