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Preface

Relatively few accounts of the development of children in the
Kibbutz are available in the professional literature. Most of these
accounts are descriptive, episodic and impressionistic; some of
them are second-hand reports that have led to misconceptions con~erning the child rearing process and the product of this process in
the Kibbutz. Furthermore, authors have found it difficult to divorce
their descriptions and interpretations of the behavior of Kibbutzreared children and adults from their theoretical and ethnocentric
biases.
The purpose of this volume is to present a systematic account
of child rearing and education in the Kibbutz, and a systematic
exploration and interpretation of the personalities of Kibbutz children at several age levels-from infancy to maturity. Moreover,
this is a comparative study in which the Kibbutz child is assessed
alongside the Israeli child born and reared in the conventional
family setting. Thus, the Kibbutz child is not compared with the
norms of Western society ( which explicitly or implicitly have been
employed by various observers) but with those of representatives
of the broader culture which he shares.
The book consists of three parts. The first part ( Chapters l-3)
sets forth a fairly detailed description of Kibbutz child rearing and
education and, on the hasis of current theory and availahle research,
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raises a number of questions regarding the effect of these antecedent
conditions. The second part ( Chapters 4-8) presents the procedures
of assessment and the methods of investigation employed, as weil as
the findings obtained with these operations. For four age Ievels,
group comparisons of Kibbutz and parallel non-Kibbutz children,
on a number of personality dimensions, are summarized, discussed
and interpreted. In the last part of the volume (Chapters 9 and 10)
the author attempts an integration of the findings-what the Kibbutz child's personality is like, and how it differs from that of the
child reared in the nuclear family setting. The relevance of the
findings to theory and their implications for child rearing and education in general are also included.
Psychologists, psychiatrists, social workers and others in the
helping professions may find this book useful in gaining some perspective regarding the universality of principles we hold dear and
immutable, but which, possibly, are culture-bound.
Cultural anthropologists may be interested in a psychologist's
venture into the cross-cultural domain-exploiting the natural
"laboratory" conditions provided by societies different from our
own.
Educators will be interested in the results and implications of
the "collective education" movement, unique and viable in its sixth
decade of existence.
No work of this nature can be accomplished by one person,
without the cooperation of many other individuals. It is a pleasure
to acknowledge the help of many friends and colleagues, here and
abroad.
I am most grateful to the late Shmuel ( "Milek") Golan, pioneer
educator and theoretician of the "collective education" movement
whose personal interest, cooperation and stimulating conversations,
as well as his writings ( Golan, 1960), have greatly aided me in
carrying out this project. Other Ieaders of Kibbutz educationMordechai Segal, Gideon Levin, Ada Hagari and Menahem Gerson
-have greatly facilitated the process of data collection. There are
many others-teachers, metaplot and parents-too numerous 'Lo
mention, without whose help my task would have been impossible.
Thanks are also due to Dr. Gina Ortar, of the Hebrew University,
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and to Eliezer Garni and Daniel Eliram, Majors of the Israeli Army.
The assistance of my former colleagues and students in the United
States, especially in rating the responses of the several tests, is also
gratefully acknowledged. Drs. Mary Haworth, Joshua Levy, Paul
Berg and 1acques Levy have been very helpful in performing these
tasks at various stages of the project.
A Sabbatical leave of absence from Michigan State University
made it possible for me to spend nearly the entire calendar year of
1955 in Israel. An additional eight months in Israel, in 1962, were
permitted by another Sabbatical and assisted by a grant from the
International Programs-Ford Foundation, at Michigan State University. I am very grateful to the University and the International
Programs for these opportunities afforded me.
A. I. RABIN
New Y ork City
June 1965
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