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Preface 

The first" European Workshop on Molecular and Cellular Endocrinol­
ogy of the Testis" was held in Geilo, Norway, in April 1980. Since 
then, this most prominent forum for European and international re­
search in the field of male reproduction has taken place every other 
year in Holland, France, Italy, England, Sweden/Finland (Aland Is­
lands), Germany, Belgium and Italy, respectively. 

Twenty years after its foundation, that is during the mythical year 
2000 (13-17 May), we have had the privilege of organizing the 11th 
Workshop in Saint-Malo, Brittany, France. The main lectures of this 
Workshop have been compiled in this volume. A number of chapters 
present the most novel research on testicular and epididymal functions 
or on more general fields of hormone action and molecular cell biology 
as it is now a tradition. However, exceptionally, the book also contains 
several chapters dealing with the " Approaches and Tools in the Third 
Millenium ". The unusual inclusion of Technologies as such in the year 
2000 edition of the Workshop was an absolute necessity, as these 
technologies are revolutionizing the fields of biology and medicine 
and, in many instances, how to do research. Therefore, we felt that it 
was essential for our scientific community to be informed of the very 
latest technical developments and their potential for future progress. 

This book was edited thanks to the generous support of the Ernst 
Schering Research Foundation. We also want to thank the distin­
guished scientists from three different continents, who have provided 
us with their high quality manuscripts well before the Workshop, and 
Dr. U.-F. Habenicht, Dr. M. Lessl and Ms W. McHugh for making this 
publication possible in such a short time. 



VI Preface 

We also acknowledge the support of the International Scientific 
Committee of the European Testis Workshop, as well as of the mem­
bers of the National and Local Organizing Committees as listed below. 

B. Jegou, C. Pineau and J. Saez 

Permanent Scientific Committee of the European Workshop on Molecu­
lar and Cellular Endocrinology of the Testis 
Brian A. Cooke, London; Vidar Hansson, Oslo; llpo Huhtaniemi, Turku; Ber­
nard Jegou, Rennes; Eberhard Nieschlag, MUnster; Focko Rommerts, Rotter­
dam; Olle Soder, Stockholm; Mario Stefanini, Rome; Guido Verhoeven, Leu­
ven. 
National Organizing Committee of the 11th European Workshop on Mo­
lecular and Cellular Endocrinology of the Testis 
Philippe Berta, Montpellier; Philippe Bouchard, Paris; Serge Carreau, Caen; 
Philippe Durand, Lyon; Marc Fellous, Paris; Georges Guellaen, Creteil; 
Florian Guillou, Nouzilly; Bernard Jegou, Rennes; Pierre Jouannet, Paris; 
Florence Le Gac, Rennes; Edwin Milgram, Bicetre; Jean-Yves Picard, Mon­
trouge; Jose Saez, Lyon; Paolo Sassone-Corsi, Illkirch. 
Local Organizing Committee of 11th European Workshop on Molecular 
and Cellular Endocrinology of the Testis in Rennes 
Bernard Jegou, Charles Pineau, Noureddine Boujrad, Alexis Fostier, Jean-Jac­
ques Lareyre, Florence Le Gac, Michel Samson. 
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