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Series Editors’ Preface

Medicine, healthcare, and the wider social meaning and management of
health are undergoing major changes. In part, this reflects developments
in science and technology, which enable new forms of diagnosis, treatment, and the delivery of healthcare. It also reflects changes in the locus
of care and burden of responsibility for health. Today, genetics, informatics, imaging, and integrative technologies, such as nanotechnology, are
redefining our understanding of the body, health, and disease; at the same
time, health is no longer simply the domain of conventional medicine,
nor the clinic. The ‘birth of the clinic’ heralded the process through which
health and illness became increasingly subject to the surveillance of medicine. Although such surveillance is more complex, sophisticated, and precise as seen in the search for ‘predictive medicine’, it is also more
provisional, uncertain, and risk laden.
At the same time, the social management of health itself is losing its
anchorage in collective social relations and shared knowledge and practice, whether at the level of the local community or through state-funded
socialised medicine. This individualisation of health is both culturally
driven and state sponsored, as the promotion of ‘self-care’ demonstrates.
The very technologies that redefine health are also the means through
which this individualisation can occur—through ‘e-health’, diagnostic
tests, and the commodification of restorative tissue, such as stem cells,
cloned embryos, and so on.
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This series explores these processes within and beyond the conventional
domain of ‘the clinic’ and asks whether they amount to a qualitative shift
in the social ordering and value of medicine and health. Locating technical developments in wider socio-economic and political processes, each
book discusses and critiques recent developments within health technologies in specific areas, drawing on a range of analyses provided by the social
sciences.
The series has already published 20 books that have explored many of
these issues, drawing on novel, critical, and deeply informed research
undertaken by their authors. In doing so, the books have shown how the
boundaries between the three core dimensions that underpin the whole
series—health, technology, and society—are changing in fundamental
ways.
This new book, with its focus on complementary and alternative medicine (CAM), contributes to furthering understanding of the series’
themes in multiple ways. Instead of focusing, as is often the case in this
area, on the struggles that CAM practitioners have faced as they seek
professional recognition by the traditional biomedical community, contributors to this volume analyse CAM as a set of practices shaped by, and
implicated in, epistemic and social transformations. By drawing on
approaches from science and technology studies, including actor network
theory and theories of boundary work, social worlds, co-production and
epistemic cultures, this book calls attention to CAM’s contingency, situatedness, materiality, and co-production within various spheres of governance and knowledge production. Contributors examine a variety of
complementary and alternative medicines in different countries, ranging
from traditional and indigenous medicines to herbal supplements, therapeutic touch, and homeopathy. The theoretical and empirical richness
offers fruitful ways of comprehending what CAM is and how and why it
is evolving.
York, UK
Maastricht, The Netherlands 

Andrew Webster
Sally Wyatt
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